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A startling account of the history of drug abuse, this book forces usto reconsider many of our views on
a controversial issue.

Spanning five centuries and several continents in a sweeping portrait of addiction, The Pursuit of Oblivion
traces the history of the use and abuse of narcotics, revealing their subtle transformation from untested
medicines to sources of idle pleasure and, relatively recently, to illegal substances. Richard Davenport-Hines,
an eminent, prize-winning historian, uncovers the centrality of drug abuse in our modern industrial society,
from the drug habits of Charles Dickens and John F. Kennedy to today's $400 billion annual worldwide trade
inillicit drugs (the same volume as the oil industry). A vivid portrayal of the people and events that have
shaped the history of narcotics, The Pursuit of Oblivion reveals that, contrary to the assumption underlying
current drug policies, our need to escape reality and our body's need for physical pleasure are both
ineradicable aspects of our humanity, unchangeable by government initiative. 16 pages of b/w illustrations
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From reader reviews:
lda Vanwor mer:

Book is definitely written, printed, or created for everything. Y ou can realize everything you want by a e-
book. Book has a different type. To be sure that book isimportant factor to bring us around the world.
Alongside that you can your reading expertise was fluently. A guide The Pursuit of Oblivion: A Global
History of Narcotics will make you to always be smarter. Y ou can feel much more confidence if you can
know about almost everything. But some of you think this open or reading a book make you bored. It is not
necessarily make you fun. Why they might be thought like that? Have you seeking best book or acceptable
book with you?

Howard Benedict:

What do you think of book? It isjust for students because they are still students or that for al peoplein the
world, the particular best subject for that? Simply you can be answered for that issue above. Every person
has various personality and hobby for every single other. Don't to be compelled someone or something that
they don't wish do that. Y ou must know how great as well asimportant the book The Pursuit of Oblivion: A
Global History of Narcotics. All type of book can you see on many resources. Y ou can look for the internet
options or other social media.

Michad Short:

This The Pursuit of Oblivion: A Global History of Narcotics book is simply not ordinary book, you have
after that it the world isin your hands. The benefit you have by reading this book is actually information
inside this reserve incredible fresh, you will get facts which is getting deeper you read alot of information
you will get. Thiskind of The Pursuit of Oblivion: A Global History of Narcotics without we know teach the
one who examining it become critical in contemplating and analyzing. Don't become worry The Pursuit of
Oblivion: A Globa History of Narcotics can bring any time you are and not make your bag space or
bookshelves' turn into full because you can have it within your lovely laptop even telephone. This The
Pursuit of Oblivion: A Global History of Narcatics having fine arrangement in word and a so layout, so you
will not experience uninterested in reading.

Lloyd Schuler:

Beside this particular The Pursuit of Oblivion: A Global History of Narcotics in your phone, it might give
you away to get more close to the new knowledge or info. The information and the knowledge you may got
here is fresh through the oven so don't be worry if you feel like an older people live in narrow community. It
is good thing to have The Pursuit of Oblivion: A Global History of Narcotics because this book offersto you
readable information. Do you sometimes have book but you rarely get what it's about. Oh come on, that wil
happen if you have thisin your hand. The Enjoyable blend here cannot be questionable, such as treasuring
beautiful island. Use you still want to missit? Find this book and also read it from at this point!
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