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Helen Vendler widens her exploration of lyric poetry with a new assessment of the six great odes of John
Keats and in the process gives us, implicitly, a reading of Keats's whole career. She proposes that these
poems, usually read separately, are imperfectly seen unless seen together--that they form a sequence in
which Keats pursued a strict and profound inquiry into questions of language, philosophy, and aesthetics.

Vendler describes a Keats far more intellectually intent on creating an aesthetic, and on investigating poetic
means, than we have yet seen, a Keats inquiring into the proper objects of worship for man, the process of
soul making, the female Muse, the function of aesthetic reverie, and the ontological nature of the work of art.
We see him questioning the admissibility of ancient mythology in a post Enlightenment art, the hierarchy of
the arts, the role of the passions in art, and the rival claims of abstraction and representation. In formal terms,
he investigates in the odes the appropriateness of various lyric structures. And in debating the value to poetry
of the languages of personification, mythology, philosophical discourse, and trompe l'oeil description, Keats
more and more clearly distinguishes the social role of lyric from those of painting, philosophy, or myth.

Like Vendler's previous work on Yeats, Stevens, and Herbert, this finely conceived volume suggests that
lyric poetry is best understood when many forms of inquiry--thematic, linguistic, historical, psychological,
and structural--are brought to bear on it at once.
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From reader reviews:

Teresa Propst:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in most way. By being competitive today, people
have do something to make these people survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded place and
notice by means of surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated the item for a
while is reading. Yeah, by reading a reserve your ability to survive enhance then having chance to stand up
than other is high. In your case who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you that The Odes of
John Keats (Belknap Press) book as nice and daily reading e-book. Why, because this book is greater than
just a book.

Shad Broussard:

Now a day individuals who Living in the era where everything reachable by match the internet and the
resources included can be true or not demand people to be aware of each info they get. How many people to
be smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book. Reading through a
book can help persons out of this uncertainty Information specifically this The Odes of John Keats (Belknap
Press) book since this book offers you rich data and knowledge. Of course the knowledge in this book
hundred per cent guarantees there is no doubt in it everbody knows.

Kevin Hardy:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book had been rare? Why
so many problem for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading. Some people likes
studying, not only science book but additionally novel and The Odes of John Keats (Belknap Press) or
maybe others sources were given information for you. After you know how the good a book, you feel desire
to read more and more. Science publication was created for teacher as well as students especially. Those
guides are helping them to increase their knowledge. In some other case, beside science publication, any
other book likes The Odes of John Keats (Belknap Press) to make your spare time a lot more colorful. Many
types of book like this one.

Joseph Russell:

As a university student exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the
library or to make summary for some book, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's
internal or real their interest. They just do what the educator want, like asked to go to the library. They go to
presently there but nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring as
well as can't see colorful pics on there. Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very important to suit your
needs. As we know that on this era, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, ways to reach
Chinese's country. So , this The Odes of John Keats (Belknap Press) can make you feel more interested to
read.
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