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    The son of black sharecroppers, John Oliver Hodges attended segregated schools in Greenwood,
Mississippi, in the 1950s and ’60s, worked in plantation cotton fields, and eventually left the region to earn
multiple degrees and become a tenured university professor. Both poignant and thought provoking,  Delta
Fragments is Hodges’s autobiographical journey back to the land of his birth. Brimming with vivid
memories of family life, childhood friendships, the quest for knowledge, and the often brutal injustices of the
Jim Crow South, it also offers an insightful meditation on the present state of race relations in America.
     Hodges has structured the book as a series of brief but revealing vignettes grouped into two main sections.
In part 1, “Learning,” he introduces us to the town of Greenwood and to his parents, sister, and myriad aunts,
uncles, cousins, teachers, and schoolmates. He tells stories of growing up on a plantation, dancing in smoky
juke joints, playing sandlot football and baseball, journeying to the West Coast as a nineteen-year-old
to meet the biological father he never knew while growing up, and leaving family and friends to attend
Morehouse College in Atlanta. In part 2, “Reflecting,” he connects his firsthand experience with broader
themes: the civil rights movement, Delta blues, black folkways, gambling in Mississippi, the vital role of
religion in the African American community, and the perplexing problems of poverty, crime, and an
underfunded educational system that still challenge black and white citizens of the Delta.
     Whether recalling the assassination of Medgar Evers (whom he knew personally), the dynamism of an
African American church service, or the joys of reconnecting with old friends at a biennial class reunion,
Hodges writes with a rare combination of humor, compassion, and—when describing the injustices that were
all too frequently inflicted on him and his contemporaries—righteous anger. But his ultimate goal, he
contends, is not to close doors but to open them: to inspire dialogue, to start a conversation, “to be
provocative without being insistent or definitive.”
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From reader reviews:

Mildred Perkins:

Do you considered one of people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained in the straightway, hold on
guys this aren't like that. This Delta Fragments: The Recollections of a Sharecropper’s Son book is readable
simply by you who hate the straight word style. You will find the information here are arrange for enjoyable
reading through experience without leaving even decrease the knowledge that want to supply to you. The
writer associated with Delta Fragments: The Recollections of a Sharecropper’s Son content conveys thinking
easily to understand by most people. The printed and e-book are not different in the articles but it just
different such as it. So , do you still thinking Delta Fragments: The Recollections of a Sharecropper’s Son is
not loveable to be your top list reading book?

Brenda Seddon:

Are you kind of hectic person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book
in comparison with can satisfy your limited time to read it because all of this time you only find book that
need more time to be learn. Delta Fragments: The Recollections of a Sharecropper’s Son can be your answer
because it can be read by an individual who have those short extra time problems.

Rose Duprey:

Is it you who having spare time in that case spend it whole day simply by watching television programs or
just laying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Delta Fragments: The Recollections of a
Sharecropper’s Son can be the reply, oh how comes? The new book you know. You are thus out of date,
spending your free time by reading in this completely new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these
publications have than the others?

Linda Barefoot:

As a pupil exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the library in order
to make summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's soul or real
their interest. They just do what the educator want, like asked to go to the library. They go to at this time
there but nothing reading really. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring and also can't see
colorful images on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important for you. As we know that
on this time, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's
country. Therefore , this Delta Fragments: The Recollections of a Sharecropper’s Son can make you
experience more interested to read.
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