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The Japanese mafia - known collectively as yakuza - has had an extensive influence on Japanese society over
the past fifty years. Based on extensive interviews with criminals, police officers, lawyers, journalists, and
academics, this is the first academic analysis in English of Japan's criminal syndicates.

Peter Hill argues that the essential characteristic of Japan's criminal syndicates is their provision of
protection to consumers in Japan's under- and upper-worlds. In this respect they are analogous to the Sicilian
Mafia, and the mafias of Russia, Hong Kong and the United States. Although the yakuza's protective mafia
role has existed at least since the end of the Second World War, and arguably longer, their sources of income
have not remained constant. The yakuza have undergone considerable change in their business activities over
the last half-century. The two key factors driving this evolution have been the changes in the legal, and law-
enforcement environment within which these groups must operate, and the economic opportunities available
to them. This first factor demonstrates that the complex and ambiguous relationship between the yakuza and
the state has always been more than purely symbiotic. With the introduction of the boryokudan (yakuza)
countermeasures law in 1992, the relationship between the yakuza and the state has become more
unambiguously antagonistic. Assessing the impact of this law is, however, problematic; the
contemporaneous bursting of Japan's economic bubble at the beginning of the 1990s also profoundly and
adversely influenced yakuza sources of income. It is impossible to completely disentangle the effects of these
two events.

By the end of the twentieth century, the outlook for the yakuza was bleak and offered no short-term prospect
of amelioration. More profoundly, state-expropriation of protection markets formerly dominated by the
yakuza suggests that the longer-term prospects for these groups are bleaker still: no longer, therefore, need
the yakuza be seen as an inevitable and necessary evil.
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From reader reviews:

Christopher Milbrandt:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book to read? May be the book with the headline The Japanese
Mafia: Yakuza, Law, and the State suitable to you? The book was written by famous writer in this era.
Typically the book untitled The Japanese Mafia: Yakuza, Law, and the Stateis the main of several books that
will everyone read now. This kind of book was inspired many men and women in the world. When you read
this book you will enter the new age that you ever know prior to. The author explained their idea in the
simple way, consequently all of people can easily to know the core of this publication. This book will give
you a lot of information about this world now. In order to see the represented of the world in this particular
book.

Teresita Donahue:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their spare time with
their family, or their own friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, planning to
beach, or picnic from the park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to
something different to fill your own personal free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book may be option to
fill your totally free time/ holiday. The first thing you ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If
you want to try out look for book, may be the e-book untitled The Japanese Mafia: Yakuza, Law, and the
State can be very good book to read. May be it could be best activity to you.

Michael Brown:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to opt for book like
comic, small story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not attempting The Japanese Mafia:
Yakuza, Law, and the State that give your pleasure preference will be satisfied simply by reading this book.
Reading addiction all over the world can be said as the opportunity for people to know world much better
then how they react toward the world. It can't be stated constantly that reading addiction only for the geeky
particular person but for all of you who wants to be success person. So , for every you who want to start
studying as your good habit, it is possible to pick The Japanese Mafia: Yakuza, Law, and the State become
your current starter.

Richard Jimenez:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book had been rare? Why so
many concern for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading. Some
people likes looking at, not only science book and also novel and The Japanese Mafia: Yakuza, Law, and the
State or maybe others sources were given information for you. After you know how the great a book, you
feel desire to read more and more. Science reserve was created for teacher or perhaps students especially.
Those publications are helping them to include their knowledge. In different case, beside science reserve,
any other book likes The Japanese Mafia: Yakuza, Law, and the State to make your spare time much more



colorful. Many types of book like this one.
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