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From the time of Locke, discussions of personal identity have often ignored the question of our basic
metaphysical nature: whether we human people are biological organisms, spatial or temporal parts of
organisms, bundles of perceptions, or what have you. The result of this neglect has been centuries of wild
proposals and clashing intuitions.

What Are We? is the first general study of this important question. It beings by explaining what the question
means and how it differs from others, such as questions of personal identity and the mind-body problem. It
then examines in some depth the main possible accounts of our metaphysical nature, detailing both their
theoretical virtues and the often grave difficulties they face.

The book does not endorse any particular account of what we are, but argues that the matter turns on more
general issues in the ontology of material things. If composition is universal--if any material things whatever
make up something bigger--then we are temporal parts of organisms. If things never compose anything
bigger, so that there are only mereological simples, then we too are simples--perhaps the immaterial
substances of Descartes--or else we do not exist at all (a view Olson takes very seriously). The intermediate
view that some things compose bigger things and others do not leads almost inevitably to the conclusion that
we are organisms. So we can discover what we are by working out when composition occurs.
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From reader reviews:

Karen Ruiz:

This What Are We?: A Study in Personal Ontology (Philosophy of Mind) book is simply not ordinary book,
you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you obtain by reading this book is information inside
this book incredible fresh, you will get details which is getting deeper you read a lot of information you will
get. This kind of What Are We?: A Study in Personal Ontology (Philosophy of Mind) without we realize
teach the one who looking at it become critical in pondering and analyzing. Don't possibly be worry What
Are We?: A Study in Personal Ontology (Philosophy of Mind) can bring if you are and not make your carrier
space or bookshelves' turn out to be full because you can have it inside your lovely laptop even cellphone.
This What Are We?: A Study in Personal Ontology (Philosophy of Mind) having excellent arrangement in
word and also layout, so you will not really feel uninterested in reading.

Blake Nixon:

A lot of people always spent their very own free time to vacation as well as go to the outside with them
family or their friend. Do you realize? Many a lot of people spent they free time just watching TV, or maybe
playing video games all day long. If you want to try to find a new activity here is look different you can read
some sort of book. It is really fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book that you read you can spent all
day every day to reading a publication. The book What Are We?: A Study in Personal Ontology (Philosophy
of Mind) it is rather good to read. There are a lot of individuals who recommended this book. These people
were enjoying reading this book. In the event you did not have enough space bringing this book you can buy
the actual e-book. You can m0ore quickly to read this book from your smart phone. The price is not to cover
but this book possesses high quality.

Kristen Clifford:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to pick book like comic,
short story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not trying What Are We?: A Study in Personal Ontology
(Philosophy of Mind) that give your fun preference will be satisfied through reading this book. Reading
practice all over the world can be said as the opportunity for people to know world considerably better then
how they react to the world. It can't be mentioned constantly that reading behavior only for the geeky
particular person but for all of you who wants to always be success person. So , for all you who want to start
reading through as your good habit, you may pick What Are We?: A Study in Personal Ontology
(Philosophy of Mind) become your starter.

Aurora Foster:

Book is one of source of information. We can add our information from it. Not only for students but in
addition native or citizen need book to know the up-date information of year in order to year. As we know
those books have many advantages. Beside we all add our knowledge, could also bring us to around the



world. Through the book What Are We?: A Study in Personal Ontology (Philosophy of Mind) we can get
more advantage. Don't you to be creative people? To get creative person must love to read a book. Just
simply choose the best book that appropriate with your aim. Don't become doubt to change your life at this
time book What Are We?: A Study in Personal Ontology (Philosophy of Mind). You can more appealing
than now.
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