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Six years before the onset of the Civil War, two courageous figures - one a free white man and one an
enslaved black woman - risked personal liberty to ensure each other's freedom in an explosive episode that
captured the attention of a nation on the brink of cataclysmic change. In this deeply researched account of the
rescue of the slave Jane Johnson by the Philadelphia Quaker and fervent abolitionist Passmore Williamson,
of the federal court case that followed, and of Johnson's selfless efforts to free the jailed Williamson, veteran
journalist Nat Brandt and Emmy-winning filmmaker Yanna Kroyt Brandt capture the heroism and humanity
at the heart of this important moment in American history. In July 1855 Williamson and his colleague,
William Still, responded to a written plea from Johnson and rushed to the Camden ferry dock to liberate her
and her two children from their master in a daring confrontation. Unbeknownst to the abolitionists, Johnson's
owner, Col. John Hill Wheeler, was connected to the highest levels of government and was a personal friend
of President Franklin Pierce. As a result, Wheeler was able to have Williamson arrested and confined to
Moyamensing Prison, an institution notorious for harboring Philadelphia's worst criminals. The case and
Williamson's imprisonment became an international cause celebre with famous leaders of the abolitionist
movement, black and white, visiting the prisoner. In one of the episode's most dramatic moments, Johnson
returned to Philadelphia, risking her own freedom, to testify on Williamson's behalf. There were petitions in
many states to impeach Judge John Kintzing Kane, who stubbornly refused to release Williamson. The case
became a battle of wills between a man who was unwavering in his defiance of slavery and another
determined to defend the so-called rights of the slave owner. Williamson's martyrdom spotlighted
Philadelphia as one northern city where the growing rifts between states' rights, federal mandates, and
personal liberties had come to the fore. Encompassing acts of brazen defiance, heroic self-sacrifice, high
courtroom drama, and the rise of a cult of celebrity, the Brandts' brisk narrative takes readers into the lives of
the central participants in this complex episode. Passmore Williamson, Jane Johnson, William Still, Colonel
Wheeler, and Judge Kane are brought vibrantly to life as fully developed and flawed characters drawn
unexpectedly into the annals of history. "In the Shadow of the Civil War" chronicles events that presage the
divisive national conflict that followed and that underscore the passionate views on freedom and justice that
continue to define the American experience.
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From reader reviews:

Mary Ybarra:

The book untitled In the Shadow of the Civil War: Passmore Williamson and the Rescue of Jane Johnson is
the publication that recommended to you to read. You can see the quality of the publication content that will
be shown to you. The language that author use to explained their way of doing something is easily to
understand. The copy writer was did a lot of analysis when write the book, and so the information that they
share for your requirements is absolutely accurate. You also can get the e-book of In the Shadow of the Civil
War: Passmore Williamson and the Rescue of Jane Johnson from the publisher to make you much more
enjoy free time.

Terrance Hutchins:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with good friends is thing that
usually you will have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try matter that really opposite
from that. A single activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster
you are ride on and with addition of information. Even you love In the Shadow of the Civil War: Passmore
Williamson and the Rescue of Jane Johnson, you may enjoy both. It is excellent combination right, you still
desire to miss it? What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh can occur its mind hangout guys. What? Still don't
obtain it, oh come on its named reading friends.

Mamie Perkins:

Reading a book to become new life style in this year; every people loves to study a book. When you study a
book you can get a large amount of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your knowledge,
because book has a lot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on what types of
book that you have read. If you need to get information about your analysis, you can read education books,
but if you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, such us novel, comics, and soon. The In the
Shadow of the Civil War: Passmore Williamson and the Rescue of Jane Johnson provide you with new
experience in studying a book.

Randi Adams:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you might have it in e-
book approach, more simple and reachable. This kind of In the Shadow of the Civil War: Passmore
Williamson and the Rescue of Jane Johnson can give you a lot of pals because by you investigating this one
book you have matter that they don't and make an individual more like an interesting person. That book can
be one of one step for you to get success. This book offer you information that probably your friend doesn't
learn, by knowing more than other make you to be great people. So , why hesitate? We need to have In the
Shadow of the Civil War: Passmore Williamson and the Rescue of Jane Johnson.
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