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Oil and water, and the science and technology used to harness them, have long been at the heart of political
authority in Saudi Arabia. Oil’s abundance, and the fantastic wealth it generated, has been a keystone in the
political primacy of the kingdom’s ruling family. The other bedrock element was water, whose importance
was measured by its dearth. Over much of the twentieth century, it was through efforts to control and
manage oil and water that the modern state of Saudi Arabia emerged.

The central government’s power over water, space, and people expanded steadily over time, enabled by
increasing oil revenues. The operations of the Arabian American Oil Company proved critical to expansion
and to achieving power over the environment. Political authority in Saudi Arabia took shape through global
networks of oil, science, and expertise. And, where oil and water were central to the forging of Saudi
authoritarianism, they were also instrumental in shaping politics on the ground. Nowhere was the impact
more profound than in the oil-rich Eastern Province, where the politics of oil and water led to a yearning for
national belonging and to calls for revolution.

Saudi Arabia is traditionally viewed through the lenses of Islam, tribe, and the economics of oil. Desert
Kingdom now provides an alternative history of environmental power and the making of the modern Saudi
state. It demonstrates how vital the exploitation of nature and the roles of science and global experts were to
the consolidation of political authority in the desert.
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From reader reviews:

Susan Dixon:

Now a day people who Living in the era just where everything reachable by match the internet and the
resources in it can be true or not involve people to be aware of each info they get. How individuals to be
smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book. Reading a book
can help persons out of this uncertainty Information specially this Desert Kingdom: How Oil and Water
Forged Modern Saudi Arabia book since this book offers you rich data and knowledge. Of course the details
in this book hundred percent guarantees there is no doubt in it you know.

Agustin Byler:

Would you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book
store? Try to pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't determine book by its include
may doesn't work is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in the
outside look likes. Maybe you answer is usually Desert Kingdom: How Oil and Water Forged Modern Saudi
Arabia why because the fantastic cover that make you consider with regards to the content will not
disappoint you actually. The inside or content is actually fantastic as the outside or perhaps cover. Your
reading 6th sense will directly make suggestions to pick up this book.

Amanda Bernard:

Reading a book to get new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to examine a book. When you
go through a book you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your
knowledge, mainly because book has a lot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on
what kinds of book that you have read. In order to get information about your examine, you can read
education books, but if you act like you want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, this sort of us
novel, comics, and soon. The Desert Kingdom: How Oil and Water Forged Modern Saudi Arabia offer you a
new experience in reading a book.

Fannie Vincent:

You can obtain this Desert Kingdom: How Oil and Water Forged Modern Saudi Arabia by look at the
bookstore or Mall. Only viewing or reviewing it could possibly to be your solve issue if you get difficulties
for your knowledge. Kinds of this guide are various. Not only by written or printed but also can you enjoy
this book through e-book. In the modern era similar to now, you just looking from your mobile phone and
searching what their problem. Right now, choose your own ways to get more information about your guide.
It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still update. Let's try to choose correct
ways for you.
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