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This book examines the ideology of elite lawyers and judges from the Gilded Age through the New Deal.
Between 1866 and 1937, a coherent outlook shaped the way the American bar understood the sources of law,
the role of the courts, and the relationship between law and the larger society. William M. Wiecek explores
this outlook--often called "legal orthodoxy" or "classical legal thought"--which assumed that law was
apolitical, determinate, objective, and neutral.

American classical legal thought was forged in the heat of the social crises that punctuated the late nineteenth
century. Fearing labor unions, immigrants, and working people generally, American elites, including those
on the bench and bar, sought ways to repress disorder and prevent political majorities from using democratic
processes to redistribute wealth and power. Classical legal thought provided a rationale that assured the
legitimacy of the extant distribution of society's resources. It enabled the legal suppression of unions and the
subordination of workers to management's authority.

As the twentieth-century U.S. economy grew in complexity, the antiregulatory, individualistic bias of
classical legal thought became more and more distanced from reality. Brittle and dogmatic, legal ideology
lost legitimacy in the eyes of both laypeople and ever-larger segments of the bar. It was at last abandoned in
the "constitutional revolution of 1937", but--as Wiecek argues in this detailed analysis--nothing has arisen
since to replace it as an explanation of what law is and why courts have such broad power in a democratic
society.
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From reader reviews:

Barbara Jones:

Now a day folks who Living in the era just where everything reachable by connect with the internet and the
resources inside can be true or not demand people to be aware of each information they get. How many
people to be smart in getting any information nowadays? Of course the answer then is reading a book.
Examining a book can help persons out of this uncertainty Information specifically this The Lost World of
Classical Legal Thought: Law and Ideology in America, 1886-1937 book because book offers you rich
details and knowledge. Of course the info in this book hundred per cent guarantees there is no doubt in it as
you know.

Connie Sims:

The book The Lost World of Classical Legal Thought: Law and Ideology in America, 1886-1937 has a lot of
information on it. So when you check out this book you can get a lot of benefit. The book was authored by
the very famous author. Tom makes some research previous to write this book. This specific book very easy
to read you can find the point easily after reading this article book.

Terry Sugg:

A lot of reserve has printed but it differs. You can get it by web on social media. You can choose the most
effective book for you, science, comedian, novel, or whatever through searching from it. It is named of book
The Lost World of Classical Legal Thought: Law and Ideology in America, 1886-1937. Contain your
knowledge by it. Without departing the printed book, it might add your knowledge and make you actually
happier to read. It is most significant that, you must aware about publication. It can bring you from one place
to other place.

Sally Staten:

Book is one of source of understanding. We can add our information from it. Not only for students but
additionally native or citizen have to have book to know the update information of year for you to year. As
we know those ebooks have many advantages. Beside we add our knowledge, can bring us to around the
world. By book The Lost World of Classical Legal Thought: Law and Ideology in America, 1886-1937 we
can acquire more advantage. Don't someone to be creative people? To be creative person must love to read a
book. Merely choose the best book that suitable with your aim. Don't end up being doubt to change your life
by this book The Lost World of Classical Legal Thought: Law and Ideology in America, 1886-1937. You
can more attractive than now.
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