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Classical images of state-socialism developed in contemporary social sciences were founded on simple
presuppositions. State-socialist regimes were considered to be politically stable due to their pervasive
institutional and ideological control over the everyday lives of their citizens, impervious to reform and
change, and representative of extreme political and economic dependency. Despite their contrasting
historical experiences, they have been treated as basically identical in their institutional design, social and
economic structures, and policies. Grzegorz Ekiert challenges this notion in a comparative analysis of the
major political crises in post-1945 East Central Europe: Hungary (1956-63), Czechoslovakia (1968-76), and
Poland (1980-89).

The author maintains that the nature and consequences of these crises can better explain the distinctive
experiences of East Central European countries under communist rule than can the formal characteristics of
their political and economic systems or their politically dependent status. He explores how political crises
reshaped party-state institutions, redefined relations between party and state institutions, altered the
relationship between the state and various groups and organizations within society, and modified the political
practices of these regimes. He shows how these events transformed cultural categories, produced collective
memories, and imposed long-lasting constraints on mass political behavior and the policy choices of ruling
elites. These crises shaped the political evolution of the region, produced important cross-national
differences among state-socialist regimes, and contributed to the distinctive patterns of their collapse.
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From reader reviews:

Annette Morrison:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? Yep, you
can choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to take a
wander, shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open or read a book allowed The State against
Society? Maybe it is being best activity for you. You understand beside you can spend your time together
with your favorite's book, you can cleverer than before. Do you agree with it is opinion or you have other
opinion?

Lois Cox:

The publication with title The State against Society has lot of information that you can learn it. You can get a
lot of help after read this book. This kind of book exist new know-how the information that exist in this
guide represented the condition of the world at this point. That is important to yo7u to be aware of how the
improvement of the world. This particular book will bring you with new era of the internationalization. You
can read the e-book on the smart phone, so you can read it anywhere you want.

Angel Sutton:

Playing with family in a very park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with close friends is thing
that usually you will have done when you have spare time, subsequently why you don't try thing that really
opposite from that. A single activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like on
roller coaster you are ride on and with addition info. Even you love The State against Society, you may enjoy
both. It is fine combination right, you still need to miss it? What kind of hang type is it? Oh come on its mind
hangout folks. What? Still don't get it, oh come on its called reading friends.

Nathaniel Cornelius:

You can obtain this The State against Society by visit the bookstore or Mall. Only viewing or reviewing it
can to be your solve problem if you get difficulties for your knowledge. Kinds of this e-book are various. Not
only by means of written or printed but additionally can you enjoy this book through e-book. In the modern
era including now, you just looking by your local mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right
now, choose your own personal ways to get more information about your e-book. It is most important to
arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still up-date. Let's try to choose right ways for you.
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