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Poetry occupied a complex position in the social life of nineteenth-century America. While some readers
found in poems a resource for aesthetic pleasure and the enjoyment of linguistic complexity, many others
turned to poems for spiritual and psychic wellbeing, adapted popular musical settings of poems to spread
scandal and satire, or used poems as a medium for asserting personal and family memories as well as local
and national affiliations. Poetry was not only read but memorized and quoted, rewritten and parodied,
collected, anthologized, edited, and exchanged.

Michael C. Cohen here explores the multiplicity of imaginative relationships forged between poems and
those who made use of them from the post-Revolutionary era to the turn of the twentieth century. Organized
along a careful genealogy of ballads in the Atlantic world, The Social Lives of Poems in Nineteenth-Century
America demonstrates how the circulation of texts in songs, broadsides, letters, and newsprint as well as in
books, anthologies, and critical essays enabled poetry to perform its many different tasks. Considering the
media and modes of reading through which people encountered and made sense of poems, Cohen traces the
lines of critical interpretations and tracks the emergence and disappearance of poetic genres in American
literary culture. Examining well-known works by John Greenleaf Whittier and Walt Whitman as well as
popular ballads, minstrel songs, and spirituals, Cohen shows how discourses on poetry served as sites for
debates over history, literary culture, citizenship, and racial identity.
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From reader reviews:

Ryan Calhoun:

The guide untitled The Social Lives of Poems in Nineteenth-Century America (Material Texts) is the
publication that recommended to you to read. You can see the quality of the book content that will be shown
to a person. The language that publisher use to explained their way of doing something is easily to
understand. The article author was did a lot of study when write the book, so the information that they share
to you is absolutely accurate. You also can get the e-book of The Social Lives of Poems in Nineteenth-
Century America (Material Texts) from the publisher to make you much more enjoy free time.

Priscilla McNeil:

The book untitled The Social Lives of Poems in Nineteenth-Century America (Material Texts) contain a lot
of information on it. The writer explains her idea with easy technique. The language is very straightforward
all the people, so do not really worry, you can easy to read this. The book was authored by famous author.
The author will bring you in the new time of literary works. You can read this book because you can
continue reading your smart phone, or gadget, so you can read the book throughout anywhere and anytime.
In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can start their official web-site and also order it. Have a
nice learn.

Lisa Potter:

Many people spending their period by playing outside together with friends, fun activity together with family
or just watching TV all day every day. You can have new activity to shell out your whole day by examining
a book. Ugh, you think reading a book will surely hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It all
right you can have the e-book, getting everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like The Social Lives of
Poems in Nineteenth-Century America (Material Texts) which is having the e-book version. So , why not try
out this book? Let's observe.

Seth Sutherland:

Guide is one of source of understanding. We can add our expertise from it. Not only for students but also
native or citizen want book to know the update information of year to help year. As we know those
publications have many advantages. Beside all of us add our knowledge, also can bring us to around the
world. Through the book The Social Lives of Poems in Nineteenth-Century America (Material Texts) we can
get more advantage. Don't that you be creative people? Being creative person must prefer to read a book.
Only choose the best book that ideal with your aim. Don't possibly be doubt to change your life with this
book The Social Lives of Poems in Nineteenth-Century America (Material Texts). You can more pleasing
than now.
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