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Defining Deutschtum: Political Ideology, German Identity, and Music-Critical Discourse in Liberal Vienna
offers a nuanced look at the intersection of music, cultural identity, and political ideology in late-nineteenth-
century Vienna. Drawing on an extensive selection of writings in the city's political press, correspondence,
archival documents, and a large body of recent scholarship in late Habsburg cultural and political history,
author David Brodbeck argues that Vienna's music critics were important agents in the public sphere whose
writings gave voice to distinct, sometimes competing ideological positions. These conflicting positions are
exemplified especially well in their critical writings about the music of three notable composers of the day
who were Austrian citizens but not ethnic Germans: Carl Goldmark, a Jew from German West Hungary, and
the Czechs Bed?ich Smetana and Antonín Dvo?ák.

Often at stake in the critical discourse was the question of who and what could be deemed "German" in the
multinational Austrian state. For critics such as Eduard Hanslick and Ludwig Speidel, traditional German
liberals who came of age in the years around 1848, "Germanness" was an attribute that could be earned by
any ambitious bourgeois-including Jews and those of non-German nationality-by embracing German cultural
values. The more nationally inflected liberalism evident in the writings of Theodor Helm, with its
particularist rhetoric of German national property in a time of Czech gains at German expense, was typical of
those in the next generation, educated during the 1860s. The radical student politics of the 1880s, with its
embrace of racialist antisemitism and irredentist German nationalism, just as surely shaped the discourse of
certain young Wagnerian critics who emerged at the end of the century. This body of music-critical writing
reveals a continuum of exclusivity, from a conception of Germanness rooted in social class and cultural
elitism to one based in blood.

Brodbeck neatly counters decades of musicological scholarship and offers a unique insight into the diverse
ways in which educated German Austrians conceived of Germanness in music and understood their
relationship to their non-German fellow citizens. Defining Deutschtum is sure to be an essential text for
scholars of music history, cultural studies, and late 19th century Central European culture and society.
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From reader reviews:

Denise Church:

Book is to be different for every grade. Book for children until adult are different content. To be sure that
book is very important usually. The book Defining Deutschtum: Political Ideology, German Identity, and
Music-Critical Discourse in Liberal Vienna (New Cultural History of Music) seemed to be making you to
know about other knowledge and of course you can take more information. It is rather advantages for you.
The e-book Defining Deutschtum: Political Ideology, German Identity, and Music-Critical Discourse in
Liberal Vienna (New Cultural History of Music) is not only giving you far more new information but also
being your friend when you truly feel bored. You can spend your current spend time to read your guide. Try
to make relationship together with the book Defining Deutschtum: Political Ideology, German Identity, and
Music-Critical Discourse in Liberal Vienna (New Cultural History of Music). You never experience lose out
for everything when you read some books.

Anita Cannon:

As people who live in the modest era should be update about what going on or data even knowledge to make
these individuals keep up with the era that is certainly always change and move forward. Some of you maybe
will update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice for you personally but the problems coming
to anyone is you don't know what type you should start with. This Defining Deutschtum: Political Ideology,
German Identity, and Music-Critical Discourse in Liberal Vienna (New Cultural History of Music) is our
recommendation to make you keep up with the world. Why, as this book serves what you want and wish in
this era.

Meredith Bailey:

Reading a reserve tends to be new life style within this era globalization. With looking at you can get a lot of
information that can give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyone in this world can easily share
their idea. Publications can also inspire a lot of people. Lots of author can inspire all their reader with their
story or perhaps their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the books. But also they write about
advantage about something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
kids, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors on this planet always try to improve their
expertise in writing, they also doing some analysis before they write to their book. One of them is this
Defining Deutschtum: Political Ideology, German Identity, and Music-Critical Discourse in Liberal Vienna
(New Cultural History of Music).

Steven Burley:

Precisely why? Because this Defining Deutschtum: Political Ideology, German Identity, and Music-Critical
Discourse in Liberal Vienna (New Cultural History of Music) is an unordinary book that the inside of the
reserve waiting for you to snap this but latter it will shock you with the secret that inside. Reading this book



beside it was fantastic author who also write the book in such remarkable way makes the content on the
inside easier to understand, entertaining way but still convey the meaning entirely. So , it is good for you for
not hesitating having this any longer or you going to regret it. This excellent book will give you a lot of
benefits than the other book include such as help improving your talent and your critical thinking way. So ,
still want to postpone having that book? If I were being you I will go to the publication store hurriedly.
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