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In recent years, India's "sacred groves,” small forests or stands of trees set aside for a deity's exclusive use,
have attracted the attention of NGOs, botanists, specialistsin traditional medicine, and anthropologists.
Environmentalists disillusioned by the failures of massive state-sponsored solutions to ecological problems
have hailed them as an exemplary form of traditional community resource management. For in spite of
pressures to utilize their trees for fodder, housing, and firewood, the religious taboos surrounding sacred
groves have led to the conservation of pockets of abundant florain areas otherwise denuded by deforestation.
Drawing on fieldwork conducted in the southern Indian state of Tamil Nadu over seven years, Eliza F. Kent
offers a compelling examination of the religious and social context in which sacred groves take on meaning
for the villagers who maintain them, and shows how they have become objects of fascination and hope for
Indian environmentalists.

Sacred Groves and Local Gods traces ajourney through Tamil Nadu, exploring how the localized meanings
attached to forested shrines are changing under the impact of globalization and economic liberalization.
Confounding simplistic representations of sacred groves as sites of a primitive form of nature worship, the
book shows how local practices and beliefs regarding sacred groves are at once more imaginative, dynamic,
and pragmatic than previously thought. Kent argues that rather than being ancient in origin, as has been
asserted by other scholars, the religious beliefs, practices, and iconography found in sacred groves suggest
originsin the politically de-centered eighteenth century, when the Tamil country was effectively ruled by
local chieftains. She analyzes two projects undertaken by environmentalists that seek to harness the traditions
surrounding sacred groves in the service of forest restoration and environmental education.
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From reader reviews:
Matthew Waddell:

Within other case, little individuals like to read book Sacred Groves and Local Gods: Religion and
Environmentalism in South India. Y ou can choose the best book if you appreciate reading a book. Providing
we know about how is important some sort of book Sacred Groves and Local Gods: Religion and
Environmentalism in South India. Y ou can add know-how and of course you can around the world by a
book. Absolutely right, mainly because from book you can learn everything! From your country until foreign
or abroad you will find yourself known. About simple issue until wonderful thing you could know that. In
this era, we are able to open a book or even searching by internet system. It is called e-book. Y ou may use it
when you feel bored stiff to go to the library. Let's go through.

Gail Kennedy:

Y our reading 6th sense will not betray you, why because this Sacred Groves and Local Gods: Religion and
Environmentalism in South India book written by well-known writer who knows well how to make book that
may be understand by anyone who all read the book. Written with good manner for you, dripping every ideas
and publishing skill only for eliminate your current hunger then you still doubt Sacred Groves and Local
Gods: Religion and Environmentalism in South India as good book not simply by the cover but also by the
content. Thisis one publication that can break don't assess book by its handle, so do you still needing a
different sixth sense to pick this kind of!? Oh come on your studying sixth sense aready said so why you
have to listening to an additional sixth sense.

James Baker :

As a student exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the library in order to
make summary for some book, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's heart or real their
leisure activity. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to go to the library. They go to presently there
but nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring and also can't see
colorful photos on there. Yeah, it isto become complicated. Book is very important in your case. Aswe
know that on this period of time, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says, ways to
reach Chinese's country. So , this Sacred Groves and Loca Gods: Religion and Environmentalism in South
India can make you sense more interested to read.

Eduardo Fernandez;

Some people said that they feel bored when they reading a e-book. They are directly felt that when they get a
half parts of the book. Y ou can choose typically the book Sacred Groves and Local Gods: Religion and
Environmentalism in South Indiato make your current reading isinteresting. Y our own personal skill of
reading ability is developing when you similar to reading. Try to choose very simple book to make you enjoy
to seeit and mingle the idea about book and reading through especially. It isto be initially opinion for you to



like to open abook and learn it. Beside that the e-book Sacred Groves and Local Gods: Religion and
Environmentalism in South India can to be your brand new friend when you're feel alone and confuse in
doing what must you're doing of their time.
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