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A critical look at the development of the phenomenological approach to the study of religion, revealing its
evaluative and metaphysical concepts.

A penetrating critique of the dominant approach to the study of religion, The Politics of Spirit explores the
historical and philosophical scaffolding of the phenomenology of religion. Although this approach purports
to give a value-free, neutral description of religious data, it actually imposes a set of metaphysical and
evaluative concepts on that data. A very harmful ethnocentrism has resulted, which plagues the academic
study of religion to this day. Analysis of the history, core texts, and discursive structure of phenomenology
of religion reveals how this ethnocentrism is embedded within its assumptions. Of particular interest is the
revelation of the extent to which Hegel’s ideas—over those of Husserl—contributed to the tenets that
became standard in the study of religion.

Tim Murphy argues that the poststructuralist concept of genealogy, as derived from Nietzsche, can both
describe religion better than the phenomenological approach and avoid the political pitfalls of ethnocentrism
by replacing its core categories with the categories of difference, contingency, and otherness. Ultimately,
Murphy argues that postmodern genealogy should replace phenomenology as the paradigm for
understanding both religion and the study of religion.

Tim Murphy is an Associate Professor of Religious Studies at the University of Alabama. He is the author of
Nietzsche, Metaphor, Religion, also published by SUNY Press, and Representing Religion: Essays in
History, Theory, and Crisis.
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From reader reviews:

Muriel Carpenter:

The Politics of Spirit: Phenomenology, Genealogy, Religion (SUNY series, Issues in the Study of Religion)
can be one of your beginning books that are good idea. All of us recommend that straight away because this
publication has good vocabulary that may increase your knowledge in terminology, easy to understand, bit
entertaining but delivering the information. The article author giving his/her effort to set every word into joy
arrangement in writing The Politics of Spirit: Phenomenology, Genealogy, Religion (SUNY series, Issues in
the Study of Religion) however doesn't forget the main place, giving the reader the hottest in addition to
based confirm resource information that maybe you can be one of it. This great information can easily drawn
you into completely new stage of crucial imagining.

Salvador Perez:

You are able to spend your free time you just read this book this e-book. This The Politics of Spirit:
Phenomenology, Genealogy, Religion (SUNY series, Issues in the Study of Religion) is simple to deliver
you can read it in the park, in the beach, train as well as soon. If you did not have much space to bring often
the printed book, you can buy the actual e-book. It is make you simpler to read it. You can save the book in
your smart phone. Therefore there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.

Peter Wilson:

Beside this kind of The Politics of Spirit: Phenomenology, Genealogy, Religion (SUNY series, Issues in the
Study of Religion) in your phone, it may give you a way to get more close to the new knowledge or info. The
information and the knowledge you will got here is fresh from oven so don't possibly be worry if you feel
like an older people live in narrow commune. It is good thing to have The Politics of Spirit: Phenomenology,
Genealogy, Religion (SUNY series, Issues in the Study of Religion) because this book offers to your account
readable information. Do you oftentimes have book but you don't get what it's facts concerning. Oh come on,
that won't happen if you have this in the hand. The Enjoyable option here cannot be questionable, such as
treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss it? Find this book and also read it from at this point!

Pamela Bost:

That publication can make you to feel relax. That book The Politics of Spirit: Phenomenology, Genealogy,
Religion (SUNY series, Issues in the Study of Religion) was colourful and of course has pictures on there.
As we know that book The Politics of Spirit: Phenomenology, Genealogy, Religion (SUNY series, Issues in
the Study of Religion) has many kinds or genre. Start from kids until teens. For example Naruto or Private
eye Conan you can read and believe that you are the character on there. So , not at all of book are usually
make you bored, any it offers up you feel happy, fun and rest. Try to choose the best book in your case and
try to like reading that will.
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