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From reviews of the first edition
"Tightly written and challenging, this specialized work is a sophisticated addition to the literature."--Library
Journal

"An outstanding volume of academic research that investigates the historical organization of social labor in
Kuwait. . . . [It] clearly stands as an important contribution to the literature in development, comparative
economic and social systems, and Middle Eastern studies. The volume succeeds in tracing the development
of Kuwait's social labor force and is able to be candid about the problems associated with . . . large numbers
of expatriates."--International Journal of Middle East Studies

In this new paperback edition Ismael revises and updates her 1982 book (originally published with the
subtitle Social Change in Historical Perspective), which was the first work to examine the dynamics of class
relations in pre- and post-oil Kuwait. She adds to the analysis Kuwait's recent cataclysmic experiences of
occupation, liberation, and reconstruction. 
 
  Ismael covers first the period from the foundation of Kuwait in the early 18th century, when the land was
inhabited by camel-breeding bedouins, to the beginning of oil exportation at the end of World War II. She
describes its decline from a thriving center of maritime commerce to an impoverished pearling backwash by
the end of the war. In the second part she addresses the postwar impact of oil wealth on Kuwait and
examines resulting changes in Kuwaiti society. 
 
  Describing transformations in the world oil economy in the 1980s, Ismael adds a new section to chronicle
changes in the political economy of the Gulf that threatened the superstructure of the region (constituted of
absolute monarchies in rentier states). She sees Iraq's invasion of Kuwait as part of the larger political reality
in the Gulf: change in the region will be forestalled by Western industrial powers at any price. Maintenance
of the status quo now is dependent on military force, not political processes, and overt repression
increasingly will replace cooptation as the means of quieting any opposition.
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From reader reviews:

Bethel Stockton:

Book is written, printed, or outlined for everything. You can learn everything you want by a guide. Book has
a different type. As it is known to us that book is important factor to bring us around the world. Close to that
you can your reading talent was fluently. A book Kuwait: Dependency and Class in a Rentier State will make
you to end up being smarter. You can feel far more confidence if you can know about every little thing. But
some of you think which open or reading some sort of book make you bored. It is not necessarily make you
fun. Why they could be thought like that? Have you in search of best book or appropriate book with you?

Nancy Figaro:

Reading a guide tends to be new life style within this era globalization. With looking at you can get a lot of
information that can give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in this world may share their idea.
Books can also inspire a lot of people. Many author can inspire their own reader with their story as well as
their experience. Not only the story that share in the guides. But also they write about the ability about
something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your kids, there are many
kinds of book that you can get now. The authors on earth always try to improve their ability in writing, they
also doing some analysis before they write with their book. One of them is this Kuwait: Dependency and
Class in a Rentier State.

Gertrude Knudsen:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray you actually, why because this Kuwait: Dependency and Class in a
Rentier State reserve written by well-known writer who knows well how to make book which might be
understand by anyone who else read the book. Written throughout good manner for you, dripping every ideas
and composing skill only for eliminate your personal hunger then you still skepticism Kuwait: Dependency
and Class in a Rentier State as good book but not only by the cover but also through the content. This is one
guide that can break don't assess book by its deal with, so do you still needing an additional sixth sense to
pick this kind of!? Oh come on your looking at sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to listening
to an additional sixth sense.

Jeanne Newman:

This Kuwait: Dependency and Class in a Rentier State is great e-book for you because the content that is
certainly full of information for you who all always deal with world and also have to make decision every
minute. This specific book reveal it details accurately using great arrange word or we can declare no
rambling sentences within it. So if you are read the idea hurriedly you can have whole information in it.
Doesn't mean it only provides straight forward sentences but tough core information with attractive
delivering sentences. Having Kuwait: Dependency and Class in a Rentier State in your hand like having the
world in your arm, details in it is not ridiculous one particular. We can say that no e-book that offer you



world within ten or fifteen minute right but this book already do that. So , this is certainly good reading book.
Hey Mr. and Mrs. hectic do you still doubt that?
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