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Seminar paper from the year 2007 in the subject English Language and Literature Studies - Literature, grade:
1,7, University of Stuttgart (Institut für Literaturwissenschaft - Neuere Englische Literatur), course: HS Short
Story and Short Story Theory, 14 entries in the bibliography, language: English, abstract: In the following
pages I want to focus on James Thurber’s famous short story “The Secret Life of Walter Mitty” which was
first published in 1939 in the magazine The New Yorker. Thurber tells the story of a Walter Mitty, a man
who lives in a dream world to escape from the routines and humiliations which he suffers in everyday life.
Today the name “Walter Mitty” also exists in the English language and is used for people who are
daydreaming and not paying attention to the real world. Walter Mitty became an archetypal American figure.
By reason of the structure of the short story and “Thurber’s own narrative style – economical, lightly ironic,
and wonderfully expressive” (Holmes 218) it seems that this short story can be seen as a garden path story.
The expression “to lead someone up the garden path” means “to deliberately deceive someone”. Manfred
Jahn analysed this short story with respect to his garden path short story theory. Can “The Secret Life of
Walter Mitty” generally be regarded as a garden path story? What is of particular interest is whether the
reader is misled by Thurber’s narrative technique especially at the beginning of the story. What are the
reasons for Walter Mitty’s escapist daydreams and how is Mitty’s character presented in the story?
Firstly, I will describe the garden path phenomenon and applied to “The Secret Life of Walter Mitty” I will
analyse the beginning of the short story. In addition, I will name some hints where the reader realises Walter
Mitty’s various daydream episodes. In the next chapter I will concentrate on the story’s two narrative levels.
First of all, I will describe Mitty’s development in the course of his daydreams and then I will take a look on
the real Walter Mitty. Moreover, I will briefly try to find similarities between James Thurber and Walter
Mitty. Afterwards, James Thurber’s narrative style and his sense of humour will be presented. The
conclusion will comprise the main points and some suggestions for further discussion.
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From reader reviews:

Amy Hewitt:

Book is definitely written, printed, or highlighted for everything. You can learn everything you want by a
reserve. Book has a different type. As it is known to us that book is important matter to bring us around the
world. Beside that you can your reading talent was fluently. A e-book James Thurber's "The Secret Life of
Walter Mitty": A garden path short story will make you to end up being smarter. You can feel a lot more
confidence if you can know about every little thing. But some of you think that open or reading the book
make you bored. It isn't make you fun. Why they are often thought like that? Have you searching for best
book or appropriate book with you?

Steven Campbell:

The ability that you get from James Thurber's "The Secret Life of Walter Mitty": A garden path short story is
a more deep you digging the information that hide inside words the more you get interested in reading it. It
doesn't mean that this book is hard to be aware of but James Thurber's "The Secret Life of Walter Mitty": A
garden path short story giving you thrill feeling of reading. The writer conveys their point in selected way
that can be understood by simply anyone who read the idea because the author of this reserve is well-known
enough. This kind of book also makes your vocabulary increase well. So it is easy to understand then can go
to you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We advise you for having this kind of James Thurber's
"The Secret Life of Walter Mitty": A garden path short story instantly.

Dean Green:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their down time with their family, or their
particular friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, about to beach, or picnic inside the
park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Will you something different to fill your
own personal free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book is usually option to fill your free of charge time/
holiday. The first thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should read. If you want to
consider look for book, may be the e-book untitled James Thurber's "The Secret Life of Walter Mitty": A
garden path short story can be excellent book to read. May be it could be best activity to you.

Edward Cottrell:

Playing with family within a park, coming to see the sea world or hanging out with close friends is thing that
usually you will have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try issue that really
opposite from that. A single activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you are ride on and with addition of information. Even you love James Thurber's "The Secret Life of
Walter Mitty": A garden path short story, you could enjoy both. It is great combination right, you still wish
to miss it? What kind of hang type is it? Oh seriously its mind hangout guys. What? Still don't get it, oh
come on its named reading friends.
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