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A Taste of the Past is an entertaining reconstruction of the daily life and household of Therese (Riza) Baruch
(1851-1938), the great-grandmother of the author, Andras Koerner. Based on an unusually complete cache
of letters, recipes, personal artifacts, and eyewitness testimony, Koerner describesin loving detail the
domestic life of a nineteenth-century Hungarian Jewish woman, with special emphasis on the meals she
served her family.

Based on Riza s letters, part one offers an imaginative sketch of growing up in areligious middle-class
family in the 1860s and 70sin an industrial town in western Hungary. Part one also describes Riza's
reactions to the dilemmas posed by the early signs of Jewish assimilation. In part two, the heart of the book,
Riza has married, moved to a smaller town near the Austrian border, and become the central figure of alarge
household. Koerner recreates atypical day in the life of Riza and her family, peppering his narrative with
recipes of the food she served for breakfast, mid-morning snack, lunch, afternoon coffee-and-cake, and the
much more modest evening meal.

Riza s family was religious, and Koerner also describes the specia foods (pike in sour aspic, cholent, apple-
matzo kugel, and much more) she served to celebrate the Sabbath and the six major Jewish holidays. Short
introductions to the recipes describe the evolution of the dishes through the centuries, their role in Jewish
culture, and how cultural influences and religious traditions shaped Riza's cooking.

More than 125 evocative pen-and-ink illustrations bring Riza' s story and her food to life. A Taste of the Past
offers an enchanting look at Jewish daily life in western Hungary in the late nineteenth and early twentieth
century, atime when middle-class Jews were increasingly assimilated into mainstream Hungarian life and
culture. Such small-town Jewish life had completely disappeared due to the Holocaust. Koerner’ s book
revives thislost world and invites the reader to be a guest in Riza s house to watch her caring for her family,
shopping, cooking, and preparing for the holidays. By offering easy-to-follow updated versions of her
recipes, the book also allows readersto savor Riza's dishes and desserts in their own kitchens, thus

compl eting this experience of avisit to the past.
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From reader reviews:
Johnny Allen:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive at this point, people
have do something to make them survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded place and notice by
surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated the item for awhile is reading.
Sure, by reading abook your ability to survive boost then having chance to stay than other is high. For you
personally who want to start reading a book, we give you this particular A Taste of the Past: The Daily Life
and Cooking of a Nineteenth-Century Hungarian-Jewish Homemaker book as starter and daily reading book.
Why, because this book is usually more than just a book.

Scottie Hicks:

Information is provisions for people to get better life, information nowadays can get by anyone on
everywhere. The information can be a understanding or any news even a problem. What people must be
consider if those information which isinside the former life are difficult to be find than now is taking
seriously which one is acceptabl e to believe or which one the resource are convinced. If you obtain the
unstable resource then you have it as your main information you will see huge disadvantage for you. All
those possibilities will not happen within you if you take A Taste of the Past: The Daily Life and Cooking of
a Nineteenth-Century Hungarian-Jewish Homemaker as your daily resource information.

William Stewart:

Aswe know that book is essential thing to add our understanding for everything. By areserve we can know
everything we really wish for. A book is arange of written, printed, illustrated or perhaps blank sheet. Every
year had been exactly added. This publication A Taste of the Past: The Daily Life and Cooking of a
Nineteenth-Century Hungarian-Jewish Homemaker was filled with regards to science. Spend your spare time
to add your knowledge about your research competence. Some people has diverse feel when they reading
some sort of book. If you know how big benefit of a book, you can experience enjoy to read a e-book. In the
modern eralike now, many waysto get book you wanted.

Betty Freeman:

A lot of book has printed but it differs. You can get it by world wide web on social media. Y ou can choose
the best book for you, science, comic, novel, or whatever by searching fromit. It isidentified as of book A
Taste of the Past: The Daily Life and Cooking of a Nineteenth-Century Hungarian-Jewish Homemaker. Y ou
can add your knowledge by it. Without leaving behind the printed book, it could possibly add your
knowledge and make a person happier to read. It is most critical that, you must aware about guide. It can
bring you from one destination for a other place.
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