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The novel is based on the (fictional) "Everhard Manuscript" written by Avis Everhard which she hid and
which was subsequently found centuries later. In addition, this novel has an introduction and series of (often
lengthy) footnotes written from the perspective of scholar Anthony Meredith. Meredith writes from around
2600 AD or 419 B.O.M. (the Bratherhood of Man). Jack London writes at two levels, often having Meredith
condescendingly correcting the errors of Everhard yet, at the same time, exposing the often incompl ete
understanding of this distant future perspective. Meredith's introduction also acts as a deliberate "spoiler”
(the term did not yet exist at the time of writing). Before ever getting a chance to get to know Avis and
Ernest, how they fell in love or how Avis became politically involved, the reader is already told that all their
struggles and hopes would end in total failure and repression, and that both of them would be summarily
executed. This gives all that follows the air of aforeordained tragedy. Thereis still |eft the consolation that a
happy end would come for humanity as awhole — though hundreds of yearstoo late for Avis and Ernest as
individuals; the cruel oligarchy would fall, and the two will be vindicated and respected by posterity as
pioneers and martyrs. The Manuscript itself covers the years 1912 through 1932 in which the Oligarchy (or
"Iron Heel") arose in the United States. In Asia, Japan conquered East Asia and created its own empire, India
gained independence, and Europe became socialist. Canada, Mexico, and Cuba formed their own Oligarchies
and were aligned with the U.S. (London remains silent as to the fates of South America, Africa, and the
Middle East.) In North America, the Oligarchy maintains power for three centuries until the Revolution
succeeds and ushersin the Brotherhood of Man. During the years of the novel, the First Revolt is described
and preparations for the Second Revolt are discussed. From the perspective of Everhard, the imminent
Second Revolt is sure to succeed but, from the distant future perspective of Meredith, we readers realize that
Everhard's hopes were to be crushed for centuries to come. The Oligarchy are the largest monopoly trusts (or
robber barons) who manage to squeeze out the middle class by bankrupting most small to mid-sized business
aswell asreducing all farmers to effective serfdom. This Oligarchy maintains power through a"labor caste"
and the Mercenaries. Labor in essential industries like steel and rail are elevated and given decent wages,
housing, and education. Indeed, the tragic turn in the novel (and Jack London's core warning to his
contemporaries) isthe treachery of these favored unions which break with the other unions and side with the
Oligarchy. Further, a second, military caste is formed: the Mercenaries. The Mercenaries are officialy the
army of the US but are in fact in the employ of the Oligarchs. Asgard is the name of afictional wonder-city,
acity constructed by the Oligarchy to be admired and appreciated as well as lived in. Thousands of
proletarians live in poverty there, and are used whenever a public work needs to be completed, such as the
building of levee or acanal. The Manuscript is Everhard's autobiography as she tells of: her privileged
childhood as the daughter of an accomplished scientist; her marriage to the socialist revolutionary Ernest
Everhard; the fall of the US republic; and her years in the underground resistance from the First Revolt
through the years leading to the Second Revolt. By telling the story of Avis Everhard, the novel is essentially
an adventurous tale heavily strewn with social commentary of an alternate future (from a 1907 perspective).
However, the future perspective of the scholar Meredith deepens the tragic plight of Everhard and her
revolutionary comrades.
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From reader reviews:
Edna Garza:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? Reserve is very important thing
for us to know everything in the world. Each guide has different aim or goal; it means that book has different
type. Some people really feel enjoy to spend their time to read a book. These are reading whatever they
consider because their hobby is definitely reading a book. Consider the person who don't like studying a
book? Sometime, man or woman feel need book if they found difficult problem or maybe exercise. Well,
probably you will require this The Iron Heel.

Phyllis Baudoin:

The book The Iron Heel make you feel enjoy for your spare time. Y ou should use to make your capable
considerably more increase. Book can to be your best friend when you getting stress or having big problem
with your subject. If you can make reading a book The Iron Heel being your habit, you can get much more
advantages, like add your personal capable, increase your knowledge about many or all subjects. Y ou can
know everything if you like available and read a e-book The Iron Heel. Kinds of book are alot of. It means
that, science book or encyclopedia or other people. So, how do you think about this guide?

Novella Tinch:

Do you considered one of people who can't read satisfying if the sentence chained from the straightway, hold
on guysthat aren't like that. This The Iron Heel book is readable through you who hate those straight word
style. You will find the information here are arrange for enjoyable studying experience without leaving also
decrease the knowledge that want to offer to you. The writer of The Iron Heel content conveys objective
easily to understand by alot of people. The printed and e-book are not different in the content material but it
just different in the form of it. So, do you even now thinking The Iron Heel is not loveable to be your top
listing reading book?

Samuel Ware:

A lot of reserve has printed but it is unique. Y ou can get it by online on social media. Y ou can choose the top
book for you, science, amusing, novel, or whatever simply by searching fromit. It is referred to as of book
The Iron Hedl. Y ou can add your knowledge by it. Without departing the printed book, it may add your
knowledge and make you happier to read. It is most critical that, you must aware about reserve. It can bring
you from one spot to other place.
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