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Thisisalively and original book, which treats Western biomedical discourse about illnessin Africaasa
cultural system that constructed "the African" out of widely varying, and sometimes improbable, materials.
Referring mainly to British dependenciesin East and Central Africain the late nineteenth to the mid-
twentieth century, it draws on diverse sources ranging from court records and medical journals to fund-
raising posters and "jungle doctor" cartoons. Curing Their Il1s brings refreshing concreteness and dynamism
to the discussion of European attitudes toward their others, asit traces the shifts and variationsin medical
discourse on Africanillness.

Among the topics the book covers are the differences between missionary medicine, which emphasized
individual responsibility for sin and disease, and secular medicine, which tended toward an ethnic model of
collective pathology; leprosy and the construction of the social role of "the leper"; and the struggle to define
insanity in a context of great ignorance about what the "normal African” was like and a determination to
crush indigenous beliefs about bewitchment.

The underlying assumption of this discourse was that disease was produced by the disintegration and
degeneration of "tribal" cultures, which was seen to be occurring in the process of individualization and
modernization. Thiswas a cultural rather than a materialist model, the argument being that Africans were
made sick not by the material changes to their lives and environment, but by their cultural "maladaptation” to
modern life. The "scientific" discourse about the biological inferiority of "the African,” traced by one school
of scientists to defectsin the frontal obe, makes painful reading today; it persisted into the 1950s.
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From reader reviews:
Nathan Marker:

The book untitled Curing Their Ills: Colonial Power and African Ilinessis the guide that recommended to
you to learn. Y ou can see the quality of the publication content that will be shown to you actually. The
language that publisher use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The article author was did alot
of analysis when write the book, hence the information that they share to your account is absolutely accurate.
Y ou also could get the e-book of Curing Their Ills: Colonial Power and African IlIness from the publisher to
make you far more enjoy freetime.

Josephine Lowe:

The reason why? Because this Curing Their Ills: Colonial Power and African Illnessis an unordinary book
that the inside of the e-book waiting for you to snap the item but latter it will jolt you with the secret that
inside. Reading this book next to it was fantastic author who write the book in such amazing way makes the
content on the inside easier to understand, entertaining technigque but still convey the meaning totally. So , it
isgood for you because of not hesitating having this any longer or you going to regret it. This book will give
you alot of benefits than the other book possess such as help improving your expertise and your critical
thinking method. So , still want to postpone having that book? If | were you | will go to the book store
hurriedly.

James Atkinson:

This Curing Their Ills: Colonial Power and African Ilinessis great guide for you because the content that is
full of information for you who always deal with world and possess to make decision every minute. This
particular book reveal it details accurately using great arrange word or we can point out no rambling
sentencesinsideit. So if you are read it hurriedly you can have whole information in it. Doesn't mean it only
provides straight forward sentences but hard core information with wonderful delivering sentences. Having
Curing Their IlIs; Colonial Power and African llinessin your hand like obtaining the world in your arm, info
initisnot ridiculous one particular. We can say that no e-book that offer you world throughout ten or fifteen
minute right but this book aready do that. So, thisis good reading book. Hi Mr. and Mrs. hectic do you still
doubt that?

Roxie Gregory:

Beside that Curing Their IlIs: Colonial Power and African Illnessin your phone, it could possibly give you a
way to get nearer to the new knowledge or details. The information and the knowledge you are going to got
here is fresh through the oven so don't possibly be worry if you feel like an previous people live in narrow
community. It isgood thing to have Curing Their Ills: Colonial Power and African IlIness because this book
offers for your requirements readable information. Do you oftentimes have book but you do not get what it's
facts concerning. Oh come on, that wil happen if you have thisin the hand. The Enjoyable agreement here



cannot be questionable, such as treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to missthe idea? Find this
book and also read it from now!
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