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It has been customary to see the Muslim theologian Abu Hamid al-Ghazali (d. 1111) as a vehement critic of
philosophy, who rejected it in favour of Islamic mysticism (Sufism), a view which has come under increased
scrutiny in recent years.

This book argues that al-Ghazali was, instead, one of the greatest popularisers of philosophy in medieval
Islam. The author supplies new evidence showing that al-Ghazali was indebted to philosophy in his theory of
mystical cognition and his eschatology, and that, moreover, in these two areas he accepted even those
philosophical teachings which he ostensibly criticized. Through careful translation into English and detailed
discussion of more than 80 key passages (with many more surveyed throughout the book), the author shows
how al-Ghazali’s understanding of "mystical cognition" is patterned after the philosophyof Avicenna (d.
1037). Arguing that despite overt criticism, al-Ghazali never rejected Avicennian philosophy and that his
mysticism itself is grounded in Avicenna’s teachings, the book offers a clear and systematic presentation of
al-Ghazali’s "philosophical mysticism."

Challenging popular assumptions about one of the greatest Muslim theologians of all time, this is an
important reference for scholars and laymen interested in Islamic theology and in the relations between
philosophy and mysticism.
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From reader reviews:

Michelle Wilson:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing for
us to be aware of everything in the world. Each e-book has different aim or even goal; it means that e-book
has different type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their time for you to read a book. They may be
reading whatever they get because their hobby is definitely reading a book. Why not the person who don't
like studying a book? Sometime, particular person feel need book after they found difficult problem as well
as exercise. Well, probably you should have this Inspired Knowledge in Islamic Thought: Al-Ghazali's
Theory of Mystical Cognition and Its Avicennian Foundation (Culture and Civilization in the Middle East).

Elmer August:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? Sure, you
can choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time to take a go
walking, shopping, or went to the particular Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book eligible Inspired
Knowledge in Islamic Thought: Al-Ghazali's Theory of Mystical Cognition and Its Avicennian Foundation
(Culture and Civilization in the Middle East)? Maybe it is to get best activity for you. You recognize beside
you can spend your time along with your favorite's book, you can cleverer than before. Do you agree with
their opinion or you have different opinion?

Brenda Rodriguez:

Don't be worry for anyone who is afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you could
have it in e-book method, more simple and reachable. This kind of Inspired Knowledge in Islamic Thought:
Al-Ghazali's Theory of Mystical Cognition and Its Avicennian Foundation (Culture and Civilization in the
Middle East) can give you a lot of close friends because by you investigating this one book you have issue
that they don't and make an individual more like an interesting person. That book can be one of one step for
you to get success. This reserve offer you information that maybe your friend doesn't realize, by knowing
more than different make you to be great men and women. So , why hesitate? Let me have Inspired
Knowledge in Islamic Thought: Al-Ghazali's Theory of Mystical Cognition and Its Avicennian Foundation
(Culture and Civilization in the Middle East).

Juan Dishon:

Publication is one of source of expertise. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students but
native or citizen require book to know the up-date information of year to year. As we know those books have
many advantages. Beside we all add our knowledge, can also bring us to around the world. With the book
Inspired Knowledge in Islamic Thought: Al-Ghazali's Theory of Mystical Cognition and Its Avicennian
Foundation (Culture and Civilization in the Middle East) we can consider more advantage. Don't someone to



be creative people? For being creative person must choose to read a book. Just choose the best book that
suited with your aim. Don't become doubt to change your life by this book Inspired Knowledge in Islamic
Thought: Al-Ghazali's Theory of Mystical Cognition and Its Avicennian Foundation (Culture and
Civilization in the Middle East). You can more attractive than now.
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