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No legislature in the world has a greater influence over its nation's public affairs than the US Congress. The
Congress's centrality in the US system of government has placed research on Congress at the heart of
scholarship on American politics. Generations of American government scholars working in a wide range of
methodological traditions have focused their analysis on understanding Congress, both as a lawmaking and a
representative institution. The purpose of this volume is to take stock of this impressive and diverse
literature, identifying areas of accomplishment and promising directions for future work. The editors have
commissioned 37 chapters by leading scholars in the field, each chapter critically engages the scholarship
focusing on a particular aspect of congressional politics, including the institution's responsiveness to the
American public, its procedures and capacities for policymaking, its internal procedures and development,
relationships between the branches of government, and the scholarly methodologies for approaching these
topics. The Handbook also includes chapters addressing timely questions, including partisan polarization,
congressional war powers, and the supermajoritarian procedures of the contemporary Senate. Beyond simply
bringing readers up to speed on the current state of research, the volume offers critical assessments of how
each literature has progressed - or failed to progress - in recent decades. The chapters identify the major
questions posed by each line of research and assess the degree to which the answers developed in the
literature are persuasive. The goal is not simply to tell us where we have been as a field, but to set an agenda
for research on Congress for the next decade.

The Oxford Handbooks of American Politics are a set of reference books offering authoritative and engaging
critical overviews of the state of scholarship on American politics. Each volume focuses on a particular
aspect of the field. The project is under the General Editorship of George C. Edwards III, and distinguished
specialists in their respective fields edit each volume. The Handbooks aim not just to report on the discipline,
but also to shape it as scholars critically assess the scholarship on a topic and propose directions in which it
needs to move. The series is an indispensable reference for anyone working in American politics.
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From reader reviews:

Ronald Adams:

Now a day individuals who Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by talk with the internet
and the resources inside it can be true or not call for people to be aware of each details they get. How many
people to be smart in receiving any information nowadays? Of course the solution is reading a book.
Looking at a book can help men and women out of this uncertainty Information especially this The Oxford
Handbook of the American Congress (Oxford Handbooks of American Politics) book because book offers
you rich information and knowledge. Of course the knowledge in this book hundred pct guarantees there is
no doubt in it as you know.

Karen Martinez:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their down time with their family,
or all their friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, likely to beach, or picnic from
the park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to something different to fill
your current free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book is usually option to fill your cost-free time/ holiday.
The first thing you will ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If you want to try look for
book, may be the e-book untitled The Oxford Handbook of the American Congress (Oxford Handbooks of
American Politics) can be excellent book to read. May be it might be best activity to you.

Irene Wang:

The Oxford Handbook of the American Congress (Oxford Handbooks of American Politics) can be one of
your beginning books that are good idea. We recommend that straight away because this guide has good
vocabulary which could increase your knowledge in words, easy to understand, bit entertaining but still
delivering the information. The article writer giving his/her effort to get every word into joy arrangement in
writing The Oxford Handbook of the American Congress (Oxford Handbooks of American Politics)
although doesn't forget the main stage, giving the reader the hottest along with based confirm resource info
that maybe you can be one of it. This great information can certainly drawn you into brand new stage of
crucial contemplating.

Stephanie Hopkins:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind
skill or thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book as
compared to can satisfy your small amount of time to read it because pretty much everything time you only
find book that need more time to be go through. The Oxford Handbook of the American Congress (Oxford
Handbooks of American Politics) can be your answer mainly because it can be read by a person who have
those short extra time problems.
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