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INTRODUCTION

MANUSCRIPT.

THE poem is contained ki the Vercelli Book, or Codex Vercellensis, a manuscript volume of the early part
of the eleventh century, discovered by Dr. Friedrich Blume in 1822 in the chapter library of the cathedral of
Vercelli, where it still remains. It consists of 135 leaves, containing, besides a number of homilies and the
life of St. Guthlac in prose, the following poems: Andreas, Fates of the Apostles, Address of the Soul to the
Body, Falsehood of Men, Dream of the Eood, Elene.

How the manuscript reached Vercelli is a question upon which two leading hypotheses have been held.
According to one, it would have been taken from England / to Italy by Cardinal Guala-Bicchieri, who was
Papal Legate in England from 1216 to 1218, who founded the monastery church of St. Andrew at Vercelli
after his return from England, had it erected by an Englishman in the Early English style, and bestowed upon
it relics of English saints. Moreover, he was the possessor of a library remarkable for that time, which he
bequeathed to his monastery, and which contained a copy of the Bible in English handwriting. Finally, the
monastery school, which in 1228 became a university, was attended by Englishmen, and, among others, by
Adam de Marisco, the first teacher in the school which the Franciscans set up in Oxford; this must have been
before 1226, the year of St. Francis's death, since it is expressly

stated that it was he who sent Adam, in company with St. Anthony of Padua, to the Vercelli school. As it is
well known that Guala levied large sums upon the clergy before leaving England, there would be nothing
surprising in his receiving books as well—perhaps, since he was so zealous a collector, as an equivalent for
certain sums of money. Altogether, the considerations here presented would seem to render it probable that
the Vercelli Book reached that city through Guala's agency. i For a fuller presentation of this theory, see my
Cardinal ' Guala and the Vercelli Book, Library Bulletin No. 10 of the University of California, 1888.

The other hypothesis is that of Wiilker. He was told in Vercelli that at a comparatively early period there was
in that city a hospice for Anglo-Saxon pilgrims on their way to and from Kome. There may, he concludes,
have been a small library of devotional books attached to the hospice, and from this our manuscript may
have passed into the possession of the cathedral library (Grund-riss cur GescMchte der Angelsachsischen
Litteratur, p. 237; Codex Vercettensis, p. vi). I can only say that to me the probability of this hypothesis
seems of the slenderest.

The poems of this collection were all published for the first time by Thorpe, probably from a transcript by
Blume, as Appendix B to a Keport on Eymer's Foedera. intended to have been made to the Commissioners
on Public Records by Charles Purton Cooper, their secretary. According to Kemble, writing in 1843 (Preface



to The Poetry of the Codex Vercellensis), ' It was intended as an Appendix, or rather as part of an Appendix,
to another and very different composition, and was consequently compressed into the smallest possible
space, without

introduction, translation, or notes of any description.' The same writer says: ' Circumstances prevented the
publication of the book, but a few copies of it found their way into the hands of persons interested in the
subject, both here and in Germany.' At last, in 1869, Lord Romilly, as Master of the Rolls, ordered the
Appendixes, which had been in store since 1837, to be distributed. The editions of the poems by Kemble
(1843, 1856), and of the Andreas and Elene by Grimm (1840), were based upon the text published by
Thorpe.

For further details concerning the manuscript, see Wiilker, Grundriss, pp. 237-43, and the remarks prefixed
to his photographic facsimile of the poetical parts, under the title Codex Vercellensis (Leipzig, 1894)....
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From reader reviews:

Kathleen Allen:

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? E-book is very important
thing for us to know everything in the world. Each publication has different aim or goal; it means that book
has different type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book. They may be
reading whatever they consider because their hobby is usually reading a book. How about the person who
don't like looking at a book? Sometime, individual feel need book after they found difficult problem or
maybe exercise. Well, probably you should have this The Dream of the Rood : an Old English Poem
Attributed to Cynewulf.

Mary Todd:

The Dream of the Rood : an Old English Poem Attributed to Cynewulf can be one of your starter books that
are good idea. Most of us recommend that straight away because this e-book has good vocabulary that will
increase your knowledge in words, easy to understand, bit entertaining but delivering the information. The
article author giving his/her effort to put every word into satisfaction arrangement in writing The Dream of
the Rood : an Old English Poem Attributed to Cynewulf yet doesn't forget the main level, giving the reader
the hottest as well as based confirm resource data that maybe you can be one among it. This great
information could drawn you into brand new stage of crucial imagining.

Troy Harlow:

Many people spending their time by playing outside having friends, fun activity having family or just
watching TV the whole day. You can have new activity to invest your whole day by reading through a book.
Ugh, ya think reading a book can really hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It alright you
can have the e-book, delivering everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like The Dream of the Rood : an
Old English Poem Attributed to Cynewulf which is having the e-book version. So , why not try out this
book? Let's observe.

Ricky Bradley:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got scholars? We believe that that concern
was given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. And you also
know that little person just like reading or as reading become their hobby. You need to understand that
reading is very important along with book as to be the thing. Book is important thing to include you
knowledge, except your current teacher or lecturer. You will find good news or update concerning something
by book. Numerous books that can you take to be your object. One of them is actually The Dream of the
Rood : an Old English Poem Attributed to Cynewulf.
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