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A distinguished social philosopher offers a searching argument on freedom and national purpose.
Written at the depth of the Depression, in a time of deep national concern over America’s future, What
Does America Mean? was addressed to students, to the young who have been alienated and embittered
by our betrayal of our own deepest commitments. It is the quality of the spirit that Meiklejohn seeks to
define: “Our questions is not, “Do Americans get justice?’ but rather, ‘Do Americans give justice?’”
Today, more than a generation later, the book still demands of us, not “What’s going to become of
America?” but “What do we mean America to become?”

America’s passion for “liberty,” writes Alexander Meiklejohn, has blinded her to the real meaning of
“freedom.” It is freedom, not liberty, that lies at the heart of democracy, and we may be in danger of losing
both. Our fetish of independence has permitted us to condone slavery, the betrayal of Indians and Blacks,
and “the humiliation of the spirit of women . . . the crowning insult which a society has offered to the
personalities of its own members.” In this challenging essay, sensitively and scrupulously argued, one of
America’s most original social philosophers sums up the fallacies that have confused our purpose and recalls
us to the methods of inquiry that led Socrates and Jesus to their supreme insights, “Know yourself” and
“Love your neighbor.”
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From reader reviews:

Agnes Higa:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in every single way. By being competitive right now,
people have do something to make these survives, being in the middle of the crowded place and notice by
means of surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated this for a while is reading.
Sure, by reading a guide your ability to survive improve then having chance to remain than other is high. For
you personally who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you this specific What Does America
Mean? (Norton Library, N658) book as beginning and daily reading e-book. Why, because this book is
greater than just a book.

Brenda Villa:

What Does America Mean? (Norton Library, N658) can be one of your nice books that are good idea. Many
of us recommend that straight away because this guide has good vocabulary that can increase your
knowledge in vocab, easy to understand, bit entertaining but still delivering the information. The article
author giving his/her effort to set every word into delight arrangement in writing What Does America Mean?
(Norton Library, N658) nevertheless doesn't forget the main stage, giving the reader the hottest and based
confirm resource information that maybe you can be certainly one of it. This great information could drawn
you into completely new stage of crucial pondering.

Emily Scott:

You are able to spend your free time to read this book this e-book. This What Does America Mean? (Norton
Library, N658) is simple to deliver you can read it in the playground, in the beach, train in addition to soon.
If you did not have got much space to bring the printed book, you can buy the particular e-book. It is make
you simpler to read it. You can save often the book in your smart phone. So there are a lot of benefits that
you will get when you buy this book.

Gregory Eubanks:

A lot of guide has printed but it differs. You can get it by net on social media. You can choose the top book
for you, science, amusing, novel, or whatever by simply searching from it. It is referred to as of book What
Does America Mean? (Norton Library, N658). Contain your knowledge by it. Without leaving behind the
printed book, it could add your knowledge and make you actually happier to read. It is most essential that,
you must aware about book. It can bring you from one place to other place.
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