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For many of the 200,000 black soldiers sent to Europe with the American Expeditionary Forces in World
War I, encounters with French civilians and colonial African troops led them to imagine a world beyond Jim
Crow. They returned home to join activists working to make that world real. In narrating the efforts of
African American soldiers and activists to gain full citizenship rights as recompense for military service,
Adriane Lentz-Smith illuminates how World War I mobilized a generation.

Black and white soldiers clashed as much with one another as they did with external enemies. Race wars
within the military and riots across the United States demonstrated the lengths to which white Americans
would go to protect a carefully constructed caste system. Inspired by Woodrow Wilson’s rhetoric of self-
determination but battered by the harsh realities of segregation, African Americans fought their own “war for
democracy,” from the rebellions of black draftees in French and American ports to the mutiny of Army
Regulars in Houston, and from the lonely stances of stubborn individuals to organized national campaigns.
African Americans abroad and at home reworked notions of nation and belonging, empire and diaspora,
manhood and citizenship. By war’s end, they ceased trying to earn equal rights and resolved to demand
them.

This beautifully written book reclaims World War I as a critical moment in the freedom struggle and places
African Americans at the crossroads of social, military, and international history.
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From reader reviews:

Dennis Thorpe:

The book Freedom Struggles: African Americans and World War I can give more knowledge and
information about everything you want. Why then must we leave the great thing like a book Freedom
Struggles: African Americans and World War I? Several of you have a different opinion about book. But one
aim this book can give many information for us. It is absolutely suitable. Right now, try to closer along with
your book. Knowledge or info that you take for that, you can give for each other; you may share all of these.
Book Freedom Struggles: African Americans and World War I has simple shape but you know: it has great
and big function for you. You can seem the enormous world by available and read a publication. So it is very
wonderful.

Michael Harmon:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading book
so. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a e-book will give you a lot of new info.
When you read a guide you will get new information because book is one of many ways to share the
information as well as their idea. Second, reading through a book will make a person more imaginative.
When you looking at a book especially tale fantasy book the author will bring one to imagine the story how
the personas do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to some others. When you read this
Freedom Struggles: African Americans and World War I, you are able to tells your family, friends in
addition to soon about yours book. Your knowledge can inspire the mediocre, make them reading a book.

Barbara Morton:

The reserve untitled Freedom Struggles: African Americans and World War I is the publication that
recommended to you to study. You can see the quality of the guide content that will be shown to you. The
language that publisher use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The article writer was did a lot
of exploration when write the book, therefore the information that they share to your account is absolutely
accurate. You also will get the e-book of Freedom Struggles: African Americans and World War I from the
publisher to make you considerably more enjoy free time.

Jonathan Rodriguez:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information
from a book. Book is published or printed or created from each source that will filled update of news. Within
this modern era like today, many ways to get information are available for a person. From media social
similar to newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, new and comic. You
can add your understanding by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or
just trying to find the Freedom Struggles: African Americans and World War I when you required it?
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