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There were heroic lives and deaths before and after, but none quite like Socrates'. He did not die by sword or
spear, braving all to defend home and country, but as a condemned criminal, swallowing a painless dose of
poison. And yet Socrates' death in 399 BCE has figured large in our world ever since, shaping how we think
about heroism and celebrity, religion and family life, state control and individual freedom, the distance of
intellectual life from daily activity--many of the key coordinates of Western culture. In this book Emily
Wilson analyzes the enormous and enduring power the trial and death of Socrates has exerted over the
Western imagination.

Beginning with the accounts of contemporaries like Aristophanes, Xenophon, and, above all, Plato, the book
offers a comprehensive look at the death of Socrates as both a historical event and a controversial cultural
ideal. Wilson shows how Socrates' death--more than his character, actions, or philosophical beliefs--has
played an essential role in his story. She considers literary, philosophical, and artistic works--by Cicero,
Erasmus, Milton, Voltaire, Hegel, and Brecht, among others--that used the death of Socrates to discuss
power, politics, religion, the life of the mind, and the good life. As highly readable as it is deeply learned, her
book combines vivid descriptions, critical insights, and breadth of research to explore how Socrates' death--
especially his seeming ability to control it--has mattered so much, for so long, to so many different people.
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From reader reviews:

Charles Valentine:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in most way. By being competitive currently, people have
do something to make all of them survives, being in the middle of the crowded place and notice by
surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated it for a while is reading. Yep, by
reading a reserve your ability to survive boost then having chance to stand than other is high. For you
personally who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you this kind of The Death of Socrates
(Profiles in History) book as beginner and daily reading book. Why, because this book is more than just a
book.

Lou Morton:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be upgrade about what going on or info even knowledge
to make these people keep up with the era and that is always change and move ahead. Some of you maybe
will update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice for you personally but the problems coming
to anyone is you don't know which you should start with. This The Death of Socrates (Profiles in History) is
our recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why, because this book serves what you want and need
in this era.

Lisa Yates:

Do you one of people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained in the straightway, hold on guys this
specific aren't like that. This The Death of Socrates (Profiles in History) book is readable by means of you
who hate the straight word style. You will find the information here are arrange for enjoyable examining
experience without leaving perhaps decrease the knowledge that want to provide to you. The writer
connected with The Death of Socrates (Profiles in History) content conveys the thought easily to understand
by many individuals. The printed and e-book are not different in the information but it just different by
means of it. So , do you still thinking The Death of Socrates (Profiles in History) is not loveable to be your
top listing reading book?

Irish Watts:

This The Death of Socrates (Profiles in History) are reliable for you who want to be described as a successful
person, why. The reason of this The Death of Socrates (Profiles in History) can be among the great books
you must have is definitely giving you more than just simple looking at food but feed anyone with
information that might be will shock your before knowledge. This book is usually handy, you can bring it
almost everywhere and whenever your conditions throughout the e-book and printed versions. Beside that
this The Death of Socrates (Profiles in History) giving you an enormous of experience for example rich
vocabulary, giving you tryout of critical thinking that we understand it useful in your day pastime. So , let's
have it and luxuriate in reading.
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