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In 1947, a time in which few New Orleans-based architects were designing modern architecture, Arthur Q.
Davis (b. 1920) and his partner Nathaniel C. Curtis established their practice in the city. The Curtis and
Davis firm is best known for designing the city's iconic Louisiana Superdome and such modernist landmarks
as New Orleans's Rivergate Exhibition Center, the Hyatt Regency and Marriott hotels, and the Milton K.
Latter Library. Davis has designed public and private works commissioned throughout the United States as
well as in Saudi Arabia, Germany, Egypt, the Netherlands, and the United Kingdom. Davis's firm has
received more than fifty awards for design excellence and, at age thirty-eight, Davis was made the youngest
Fellow of the American Institute of Architects.

It Happened by Design provides an affecting and thorough narrative of Davis's life and achievements. After
serving in the Navy during World War II, Davis graduated from Harvard University's School of Design on
the G.I. Bill, studying with Bauhaus school founder Walter Gropius. In this book, Davis explains how he
fused Creole and Beaux-Arts ideas together, filtering those concepts through modernist aesthetics to create
new forms while preserving the old.

The book shows Davis challenging the architectural status quo during the Cold War and beyond. Whether
discussing the politics of building in postwar Berlin, Vodou masters in the Caribbean, or struggles to
modernize the skyline of his beloved New Orleans, Davis crafts a narrative with wit and insight. An
introductory essay by J. Richard Gruber places Davis's work in the context of American architecture and
provides a thorough summation of the architect's oeuvre.
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From reader reviews:

Peter Schmidt:

This It Happened by Design: The Life and Work of Arthur Q. Davis book is not ordinary book, you have
after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you receive by reading this book is usually information
inside this publication incredible fresh, you will get info which is getting deeper a person read a lot of
information you will get. This kind of It Happened by Design: The Life and Work of Arthur Q. Davis
without we comprehend teach the one who studying it become critical in pondering and analyzing. Don't
become worry It Happened by Design: The Life and Work of Arthur Q. Davis can bring when you are and
not make your case space or bookshelves' become full because you can have it with your lovely laptop even
phone. This It Happened by Design: The Life and Work of Arthur Q. Davis having good arrangement in
word and also layout, so you will not truly feel uninterested in reading.

Tabitha Devore:

The event that you get from It Happened by Design: The Life and Work of Arthur Q. Davis could be the
more deep you digging the information that hide inside the words the more you get serious about reading it.
It doesn't mean that this book is hard to be aware of but It Happened by Design: The Life and Work of
Arthur Q. Davis giving you excitement feeling of reading. The article author conveys their point in specific
way that can be understood through anyone who read that because the author of this guide is well-known
enough. This book also makes your current vocabulary increase well. Therefore it is easy to understand then
can go together with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We highly recommend you for having
this particular It Happened by Design: The Life and Work of Arthur Q. Davis instantly.

Helen Massey:

The actual book It Happened by Design: The Life and Work of Arthur Q. Davis has a lot of information on
it. So when you read this book you can get a lot of advantage. The book was authored by the very famous
author. Mcdougal makes some research just before write this book. That book very easy to read you will get
the point easily after reading this book.

Brandy Godwin:

People live in this new morning of lifestyle always attempt to and must have the extra time or they will get
lots of stress from both day to day life and work. So , when we ask do people have time, we will say
absolutely sure. People is human not just a robot. Then we question again, what kind of activity are you
experiencing when the spare time coming to you actually of course your answer will unlimited right. Then
ever try this one, reading publications. It can be your alternative inside spending your spare time, typically
the book you have read is usually It Happened by Design: The Life and Work of Arthur Q. Davis.
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