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Architecture’s Historical Turn traces the hidden history of architectural phenomenology, a movement that
reflected a key turning point in the early phases of postmodernism and a legitimating source for those
architects who first dared to confront history as an intellectual problem and not merely as a stylistic question.
 
Jorge Otero-Pailos shows how architectural phenomenology radically transformed how architects engaged,
theorized, and produced history. In the first critical intellectual account of the movement, Otero-Pailos
discusses the contributions of leading members, including Jean Labatut, Charles Moore, Christian Norberg-
Schulz, and Kenneth Frampton. For architects maturing after World War II, Otero-Pailos contends,
architectural history was a problem rather than a given. Paradoxically, their awareness of modernism’s
historicity led some of them to search for an ahistorical experiential constant that might underpin all
architectural expression. They drew from phenomenology, exploring the work of Bachelard, Merleau-Ponty,
Heidegger, and Ricoeur, which they translated for architectural audiences. Initially, the concept that
experience could be a timeless architectural language provided a unifying intellectual basis for the stylistic
pluralism that characterized postmodernism. It helped give theory—especially the theory of architectural
history—a new importance over practice. However, as Otero-Pailos makes clear, architectural
phenomenologists could not accept the idea of theory as an end in itself. In the mid-1980s they were caught
in the contradictory and untenable position of having to formulate their own demotion of theory.
 
Otero-Pailos reveals how, ultimately, the rise of architectural phenomenology played a crucial double role in
the rise of postmodernism, creating the antimodern specter of a historical consciousness and offering the
modern notion of essential experience as the means to defeat it.
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From reader reviews:

Todd Crain:

Do you have favorite book? Should you have, what is your favorite's book? E-book is very important thing
for us to learn everything in the world. Each e-book has different aim or perhaps goal; it means that guide
has different type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book. They are
really reading whatever they get because their hobby will be reading a book. Think about the person who
don't like studying a book? Sometime, particular person feel need book after they found difficult problem as
well as exercise. Well, probably you'll have this Architecture's Historical Turn: Phenomenology and the Rise
of the Postmodern.

Rodney Mitchell:

What do you think about book? It is just for students because they are still students or the idea for all people
in the world, what the best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that concern above. Every person
has various personality and hobby for each and every other. Don't to be pressured someone or something that
they don't wish do that. You must know how great in addition to important the book Architecture's Historical
Turn: Phenomenology and the Rise of the Postmodern. All type of book can you see on many options. You
can look for the internet solutions or other social media.

Myra Flory:

The e-book with title Architecture's Historical Turn: Phenomenology and the Rise of the Postmodern has a
lot of information that you can study it. You can get a lot of benefit after read this book. This particular book
exist new information the information that exist in this publication represented the condition of the world at
this point. That is important to yo7u to be aware of how the improvement of the world. This kind of book
will bring you in new era of the the positive effect. You can read the e-book on the smart phone, so you can
read the idea anywhere you want.

Edward Carroll:

Is it a person who having spare time and then spend it whole day by watching television programs or just
lying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Architecture's Historical Turn: Phenomenology
and the Rise of the Postmodern can be the solution, oh how comes? A fresh book you know. You are and so
out of date, spending your spare time by reading in this brand-new era is common not a nerd activity. So
what these books have than the others?
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