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From prehistoric times, mankind has looked up at the night sky, and puzzled at the changing positions of the
stars. How far away they are is a question that has confounded scientists for centuries. Over the last few
hundred years, many scientific careers – and considerable resources – have been devoted to measuring their
positions and motions with ever increasing accuracy. And in the last two decades of the 20th century, the
European Space Agency developed and launched the Hipparcos satellite, around which this account
revolves, to carry out these exacting measurements from space.

What has prompted these remarkable developments? Why have governments been persuaded to fund them?
What are scientists learning from astronomy's equivalent of the Human Genome Project? This book traces
the subject's history, explains why such enormous efforts are considered worthwhile, and interweaves these
with a first-hand insight into the Hipparcos project, and how big science is conducted at an international
level. The involvement of amateur astronomers, and the Hipparcos contributions to climate research, ‘death
stars' passing close to the Sun, and the search for extra-solar planets and even intelligent life itself, are some
of the surprising facets of this unusual space mission.
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From reader reviews:

Michael Duckett:

The book The Making of History's Greatest Star Map (Astronomers' Universe) make one feel enjoy for your
spare time. You can use to make your capable far more increase. Book can for being your best friend when
you getting tension or having big problem along with your subject. If you can make reading a book The
Making of History's Greatest Star Map (Astronomers' Universe) to be your habit, you can get more
advantages, like add your personal capable, increase your knowledge about some or all subjects. It is
possible to know everything if you like available and read a guide The Making of History's Greatest Star
Map (Astronomers' Universe). Kinds of book are several. It means that, science e-book or encyclopedia or
other folks. So , how do you think about this publication?

Jean Smith:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the coastal world or hanging out with pals is thing that usually
you could have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try issue that really opposite from
that. A single activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
already been ride on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love The Making of History's Greatest Star
Map (Astronomers' Universe), it is possible to enjoy both. It is great combination right, you still would like
to miss it? What kind of hangout type is it? Oh seriously its mind hangout men. What? Still don't have it, oh
come on its referred to as reading friends.

Jose Campbell:

The Making of History's Greatest Star Map (Astronomers' Universe) can be one of your basic books that are
good idea. Most of us recommend that straight away because this publication has good vocabulary that will
increase your knowledge in vocabulary, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nonetheless delivering the
information. The article writer giving his/her effort to place every word into enjoyment arrangement in
writing The Making of History's Greatest Star Map (Astronomers' Universe) nevertheless doesn't forget the
main place, giving the reader the hottest in addition to based confirm resource info that maybe you can be
considered one of it. This great information may drawn you into fresh stage of crucial imagining.

Marcus Huskins:

As a university student exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the
library or even make summary for some book, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's
heart and soul or real their leisure activity. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to the library. They
go to presently there but nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring
and also can't see colorful images on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important for
yourself. As we know that on this era, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, many ways
to reach Chinese's country. So , this The Making of History's Greatest Star Map (Astronomers' Universe) can



make you truly feel more interested to read.
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