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Two centuries ago, the American criminal justice was run primarily by laymen. Jury trials passed moral
judgment on crimes, vindicated victims and innocent defendants, and denounced the guilty. But over the last
two centuries, lawyers have taken over the process, silencing victims and defendants and, in many cases,
substituting a plea-bargaining system for the voice of the jury. The public sees little of how this assembly-
line justice works, and victims and defendants have largely lost their day in court. As a result, victims rarely
hear defendants express remorse and apologize, and defendants rarely receive forgiveness. This lawyerized
machinery has purchased efficient, speedy processing of many cases at the price of sacrificing softer values,
such as reforming defendants and healing wounded victims and relationships. In other words, the U.S. legal
system has bought quantity at the price of quality, without recognizing either the trade-off or the great gulf
separating lawyers' and laymen's incentives, interests, values, and powers.

In The Machinery of Criminal Justice, author Stephanos Bibas surveys these developments over the last
two centuries, considers what we have lost in our quest for efficient punishment, and suggests ways to
include victims, defendants, and the public once again. These ideas range from requiring convicts to work or
serve in the military, to moving power from prosecutors to restorative sentencing juries. Bibas argues that
doing so might cost more, but it would better serve criminal procedure's interests in denouncing crime,
vindicating victims, reforming wrongdoers, and healing the relationships torn by crime.
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From reader reviews:

Gary Ackley:

The book The Machinery of Criminal Justice can give more knowledge and also the precise product
information about everything you want. Why must we leave the good thing like a book The Machinery of
Criminal Justice? A few of you have a different opinion about book. But one aim in which book can give
many facts for us. It is absolutely suitable. Right now, try to closer with your book. Knowledge or
information that you take for that, it is possible to give for each other; it is possible to share all of these.
Book The Machinery of Criminal Justice has simple shape nevertheless, you know: it has great and large
function for you. You can look the enormous world by start and read a e-book. So it is very wonderful.

John Warner:

This The Machinery of Criminal Justice book is not really ordinary book, you have it then the world is in
your hands. The benefit you receive by reading this book will be information inside this publication
incredible fresh, you will get information which is getting deeper anyone read a lot of information you will
get. This particular The Machinery of Criminal Justice without we realize teach the one who examining it
become critical in imagining and analyzing. Don't end up being worry The Machinery of Criminal Justice
can bring any time you are and not make your carrier space or bookshelves' turn into full because you can
have it inside your lovely laptop even telephone. This The Machinery of Criminal Justice having fine
arrangement in word in addition to layout, so you will not experience uninterested in reading.

Elaine Harvey:

Reading can called brain hangout, why? Because if you find yourself reading a book specifically book
entitled The Machinery of Criminal Justice the mind will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in
every aspect that maybe unidentified for but surely can become your mind friends. Imaging each and every
word written in a e-book then become one type conclusion and explanation in which maybe you never get
previous to. The The Machinery of Criminal Justice giving you one more experience more than blown away
your brain but also giving you useful details for your better life in this particular era. So now let us show you
the relaxing pattern the following is your body and mind is going to be pleased when you are finished
studying it, like winning an activity. Do you want to try this extraordinary investing spare time activity?

Roy Taylor:

This The Machinery of Criminal Justice is great e-book for you because the content that is full of
information for you who always deal with world and have to make decision every minute. This kind of book
reveal it facts accurately using great arrange word or we can say no rambling sentences included. So if you
are read that hurriedly you can have whole info in it. Doesn't mean it only offers you straight forward
sentences but challenging core information with wonderful delivering sentences. Having The Machinery of
Criminal Justice in your hand like getting the world in your arm, facts in it is not ridiculous just one. We can
say that no book that offer you world throughout ten or fifteen small right but this book already do that. So ,



this can be good reading book. Hey there Mr. and Mrs. active do you still doubt in which?
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