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The phenomenon of voluntary self-starvation - whether by political hunger strikers or lone anorectics - is a
puzzle of engrossing power, suggesting a message more radical than any uttered aloud. In this fascinating
phenomenology, Maud Ellmann teases out this message, its genesis, expression, and significance. How, she
asks, has the act of eating become the metaphor for compliance, starvation the metaphor for protest? How
does the rejection of food become the rejection of intolerable social constraints - or of actual imprisonment?
What is achieved at the extremity of such a protest - at the moment of death? Ellmann brilliantly unravels the
answers; they lie, she shows, in the inverse relationship between bodily hunger and verbal expression.
Drawing her examples from Yeats and Kafka, Marx and Freud, Wole Soyinka and the suffragettes, Mahatma
Ghandi and Jane Fonda, she explores the entangled meanings of writing and hunger in our culture of
starvers. Central to her discussion is an arresting comparison between the Irish Hunger Strike of 1981 and
the plot of Richardson's Clarissa, in which the heroine starves herself to death in penance for - or, perhaps,
revenge against - her rape. Both cases show a strange excess of words in contrast to the savage reduction of
the flesh, as if the bodies of the starvers were devoured by their own verbosity. The Hunger Artists examines
this vampirical feeding of words on flesh, revealing uncanny affinities between the labor of starvation and
the birth of letters, diaries, poems, books. In her lean and vibrant prose, Ellmann reaches beyond the
fashionable preoccupation with the body to the terrifying logic of disembodiment.
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From reader reviews:

Vera Forde:

Do you have favorite book? When you have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing for
us to find out everything in the world. Each publication has different aim as well as goal; it means that book
has different type. Some people really feel enjoy to spend their the perfect time to read a book. They are
reading whatever they have because their hobby is usually reading a book. What about the person who don't
like reading through a book? Sometime, man feel need book when they found difficult problem or maybe
exercise. Well, probably you will need this The Hunger Artists: Starving, Writing, and Imprisonment.

Carl Carrillo:

Book is written, printed, or created for everything. You can understand everything you want by a guide.
Book has a different type. We all know that that book is important thing to bring us around the world. Next
to that you can your reading expertise was fluently. A book The Hunger Artists: Starving, Writing, and
Imprisonment will make you to possibly be smarter. You can feel much more confidence if you can know
about anything. But some of you think in which open or reading a book make you bored. It is far from make
you fun. Why they can be thought like that? Have you trying to find best book or suited book with you?

Ramon Jeter:

What do you consider book? It is just for students because they're still students or this for all people in the
world, the particular best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that question above. Every person
has distinct personality and hobby for every other. Don't to be obligated someone or something that they
don't desire do that. You must know how great and important the book The Hunger Artists: Starving,
Writing, and Imprisonment. All type of book can you see on many resources. You can look for the internet
solutions or other social media.

Steven Craig:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you may have
it in e-book means, more simple and reachable. This particular The Hunger Artists: Starving, Writing, and
Imprisonment can give you a lot of good friends because by you checking out this one book you have matter
that they don't and make you actually more like an interesting person. This specific book can be one of one
step for you to get success. This publication offer you information that might be your friend doesn't learn, by
knowing more than additional make you to be great individuals. So , why hesitate? We need to have The
Hunger Artists: Starving, Writing, and Imprisonment.
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