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We call it justice—the assassination of Osama bin Laden, the incarceration of corrupt politicians or
financiers like Rod Blagojevich and Bernard Madoff, and the climactic slaying of cinema-screen villains by
superheroes. But could we not also call it revenge? We are told that revenge is uncivilized and immoral, an
impulse that individuals and societies should actively repress and replace with the order and codes of
courtroom justice. What, if anything, distinguishes punishment at the hands of the government from a
victim’s individual desire for retribution? Are vengeance and justice really so very different? No, answers
legal scholar and novelist Thane Rosenbaum in Payback: The Case for Revenge—revenge is, in fact,
indistinguishable from justice. 
 
Revenge, Rosenbaum argues, is not the problem. It is, in fact, a perfectly healthy emotion. Instead, the
problem is the inadequacy of lawful outlets through which to express it. He mounts a case for legal systems
to punish the guilty commensurate with their crimes as part of a societal moral duty to satisfy the needs of
victims to feel avenged. Indeed, the legal system would better serve the public if it gave victims the sense
that vengeance was being done on their behalf. Drawing on a wide range of support, from recent studies in
behavioral psychology and neuroeconomics, to stories of vengeance and justice denied, to revenge practices
from around the world, to the way in which revenge tales have permeated popular culture—including
Hamlet, The Godfather, and Braveheart—Rosenbaum demonstrates that vengeance needs to be more openly
and honestly discussed and lawfully practiced. 

Fiercely argued and highly engaging, Payback is a provocative and eye-opening cultural tour of revenge and
its rewards—from Shakespeare to TheSopranos. It liberates revenge from its social stigma and proves that
vengeance is indeed ours, a perfectly human and acceptable response to moral injury. Rosenbaum deftly
persuades us to reconsider a misunderstood subject and, along the way, reinvigorates the debate on the shape
of justice in the modern world.
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From reader reviews:

Randy Scott:

The book Payback: The Case for Revenge make one feel enjoy for your spare time. You can use to make
your capable considerably more increase. Book can to get your best friend when you getting pressure or
having big problem along with your subject. If you can make reading a book Payback: The Case for Revenge
to be your habit, you can get much more advantages, like add your personal capable, increase your
knowledge about some or all subjects. You are able to know everything if you like available and read a guide
Payback: The Case for Revenge. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science publication or
encyclopedia or other people. So , how do you think about this publication?

Jennifer Case:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading
book therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a publication will give you a lot
of new data. When you read a e-book you will get new information mainly because book is one of a number
of ways to share the information or their idea. Second, studying a book will make anyone more imaginative.
When you examining a book especially fiction book the author will bring someone to imagine the story how
the character types do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to other folks. When you read this
Payback: The Case for Revenge, you are able to tells your family, friends and also soon about yours guide.
Your knowledge can inspire others, make them reading a e-book.

Muriel Colvard:

The particular book Payback: The Case for Revenge has a lot associated with on it. So when you check out
this book you can get a lot of advantage. The book was authored by the very famous author. Mcdougal
makes some research previous to write this book. That book very easy to read you can obtain the point easily
after reading this book.

Cierra Persaud:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The publication lovers usually prefer to choose book like
comic, small story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not trying Payback: The Case for Revenge
that give your pleasure preference will be satisfied by means of reading this book. Reading habit all over the
world can be said as the opportunity for people to know world considerably better then how they react in the
direction of the world. It can't be stated constantly that reading practice only for the geeky particular person
but for all of you who wants to possibly be success person. So , for all you who want to start examining as
your good habit, you may pick Payback: The Case for Revenge become your current starter.
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