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One of the most gifted, celebrated, scrutinized, and criticized musicians in the second half of the twentieth
century, Leonard Bernstein made his legendary conducting debut at the New York Philharmonic in 1943, at
age 25. A year later, he became a sensation on Broadway with the premiere of On the Town. Throughout the
1950s, his Broadway fame only grew with Wonderful Town, Candide, and West Side Story. And in 1958, the
Philharmonic appointed him the first American Music Director of a major symphony orchestra—a signal
historical event. He was adored as a quintessential celebrity but one who could do it all—embracing both
popular and classical music, a natural with the new medium of television, a born teacher, writer, and speaker,
as well as a political and social activist. In 1976, having conducted the Philharmonic for more than one
thousand concerts, he took his orchestra on tour to Europe for the last time.

All of this played out against the backdrop of post-Second World War New York City as it rose to become
the cultural capital of the world—the center of wealth, entertainment, communications, and art—and
continued through the chaotic and galvanizing movements of the 1960s that led to its precipitous decline by
the mid 1970s.

The essays within this book do not simply retell the Bernstein story; instead, Leonard Bernstein's brother,
Burton Bernstein, and current New York Philharmonic archivist and historian, Barbara B. Haws, have
brought together a distinguished group of contributors to examine Leonard Bernstein's historic relationship
with New York City and its celebrated orchestra. Composer John Adams, American historians Paul Boyer
and Jonathan Rosenberg, music historians James Keller and Joseph Horowitz, conductor and radio
commentator Bill McGlaughlin, musicologist Carol Oja, and music critics Tim Page and Alan Rich have
written incisive essays, which are enhanced by personal reminiscences from Burton Bernstein. The result is a
telling portrait of Leonard Bernstein, the musician and the man.
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From reader reviews:

Katie Phillips:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? E-book is very important thing
for us to be aware of everything in the world. Each reserve has different aim or goal; it means that book has
different type. Some people really feel enjoy to spend their time to read a book. These are reading whatever
they consider because their hobby will be reading a book. Think about the person who don't like looking at a
book? Sometime, man or woman feel need book when they found difficult problem or exercise. Well,
probably you'll have this Leonard Bernstein: American Original.

Thomas Rinaldi:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation or even go to the outside with them
household or their friend. Did you know? Many a lot of people spent these people free time just watching
TV, or maybe playing video games all day long. If you would like try to find a new activity here is look
different you can read any book. It is really fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book which you read you
can spent the whole day to reading a reserve. The book Leonard Bernstein: American Original it doesn't
matter what good to read. There are a lot of people who recommended this book. They were enjoying
reading this book. In the event you did not have enough space to develop this book you can buy often the e-
book. You can m0ore quickly to read this book from the smart phone. The price is not too expensive but this
book has high quality.

John Lopez:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to choose book
like comic, small story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not attempting Leonard Bernstein:
American Original that give your pleasure preference will be satisfied through reading this book. Reading
addiction all over the world can be said as the means for people to know world much better then how they
react toward the world. It can't be claimed constantly that reading routine only for the geeky individual but
for all of you who wants to become success person. So , for every you who want to start reading through as
your good habit, it is possible to pick Leonard Bernstein: American Original become your own personal
starter.

Zandra Woods:

Reading a book to become new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to read a book. When you
study a book you can get a large amount of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your
knowledge, due to the fact book has a lot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on
what forms of book that you have read. If you want to get information about your review, you can read
education books, but if you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, these kinds of us novel, comics,
in addition to soon. The Leonard Bernstein: American Original provide you with a new experience in reading



a book.
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