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Despite being recognized as the most ‘Jewish' Gospel, many argue that Matthew was penned by someone
who sought to distance himself from Judaism. Scholars have used diverse approaches for determining the
relationship between Matthew and the variegated Judaism of the first century, but few recognize the
important piece that the Evangelist's Christology - in particular the shepherd motif - brings to the puzzle of
his socio-religious orientation.

Wayne Baxter contends that there are distinctive tendencies in the shepherd metaphor's appropriation by
non-Christ-believing Jewish and Graeco-Roman authors as well as Christ-believing authors approximately
contemporary with Matthew, which reflect distinct patterns of thought. By comparing these uses of the
shepherd metaphor Baxter unearths clues about the Evangelist's socio-religious orientation. Baxter is able to
use this to determines the metaphor's contribution to the overall theological framework of the Gospel,
specifically, its Christology, soteriology, and the Evangelist's view of mission. Moreover, he is able to
ascertain Matthew's socio-religious orientation, and thus, and its implications for the debate surrounding the
‘parting of the ways' between Judaism and Christianity.
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From reader reviews:

Evelyn Garcia:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? Sure, you
can choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent their very own spare time to
take a go walking, shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open as well as read a book eligible Israel's
Only Shepherd: Matthew's Shepherd Motif and His Social Setting (The Library of New Testament Studies)?
Maybe it is to be best activity for you. You realize beside you can spend your time together with your
favorite's book, you can wiser than before. Do you agree with its opinion or you have various other opinion?

Brandi Anderson:

What do you concentrate on book? It is just for students since they are still students or that for all people in
the world, what the best subject for that? Merely you can be answered for that query above. Every person has
diverse personality and hobby per other. Don't to be compelled someone or something that they don't need do
that. You must know how great and also important the book Israel's Only Shepherd: Matthew's Shepherd
Motif and His Social Setting (The Library of New Testament Studies). All type of book could you see on
many options. You can look for the internet options or other social media.

Ken Martin:

The actual book Israel's Only Shepherd: Matthew's Shepherd Motif and His Social Setting (The Library of
New Testament Studies) has a lot of knowledge on it. So when you check out this book you can get a lot of
profit. The book was compiled by the very famous author. The writer makes some research just before write
this book. This book very easy to read you can get the point easily after scanning this book.

Irene Gonzales:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind talent
or thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book than can
satisfy your limited time to read it because all of this time you only find guide that need more time to be
study. Israel's Only Shepherd: Matthew's Shepherd Motif and His Social Setting (The Library of New
Testament Studies) can be your answer mainly because it can be read by you who have those short free time
problems.
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