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Seminar paper from the year 2007 in the subject American Studies - Literature, grade: 1,5, Free University of
Berlin (John F. Kennedy-Institut für Nordamerikastudien), course: The Literature of the Sixties, 11 entries in
the bibliography, language: English, abstract: This paper will go into certain aspects of feminist criticisms of
Ursula K. Le Guin’s 1969 science fiction novel “The Left Hand of Darkness“, discuss their justification
question, and further examine the consistency of Le Guin’s description of the genderless society of Gethen.
The Left Hand of Darkness tells the story of Genly Ai, an envoy from Earth (“Terra”), sent by the
“Ekumen”, a union of inhabited planets, to planet Gethen in order to convince the planet’s inhabitants to join
an interstellar alliance. Throughout the novel Le Guin explores Genly Ai’s difficulties to understand and
become part of society on Gethen, which are mainly due to the fact that all the inhabitants are ambisexual;
they only take on a biological gender once a month, in a short period of sexual activity. Each individual has
the capacity to become either a man or a woman, and their sex can differ from one month to the other.
The Left Hand of Darkness has played an essential role in the history of science fiction. Since Science
Fiction was a largely male dominated field of literature in the 1960s, both in its authors and its protagonists,
Le Guin’s novel was pathbreaking in many ways. It has attracted a lot of attention for its unusual focus on
social science and human relationships as opposed to natural science and technology and for its attempt to
show a society of complete equals.
However, Le Guins thought-experiment about a genderless or gender-ambiguous society has frequently been
subject to harsh criticism by feminist critics, who hold that she has not succeeded to create a credible picture
of this society. They claim the gender situation throughout the book to be inconsistent. According to these
critics, instead of depicting a society without any gender roles, Le Guin describes a purely male world, and
fails to make the reader see the Gethenians as women as well as men.
This paper discusses the validity of these criticisms.
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From reader reviews:

Brian Lopez:

What do you concentrate on book? It is just for students since they're still students or this for all people in the
world, exactly what the best subject for that? Just simply you can be answered for that query above. Every
person has different personality and hobby for each and every other. Don't to be pushed someone or
something that they don't wish do that. You must know how great as well as important the book In her novel
"The Left Hand of Darkness", does Ursula K. LE Guin succeed in depicting a completely non-gendered
society?: Examining feminist criticism of the novel. All type of book would you see on many methods. You
can look for the internet solutions or other social media.

Jose Anderson:

Here thing why this particular In her novel "The Left Hand of Darkness", does Ursula K. LE Guin succeed in
depicting a completely non-gendered society?: Examining feminist criticism of the novel are different and
reputable to be yours. First of all looking at a book is good however it depends in the content from it which is
the content is as delicious as food or not. In her novel "The Left Hand of Darkness", does Ursula K. LE Guin
succeed in depicting a completely non-gendered society?: Examining feminist criticism of the novel giving
you information deeper and different ways, you can find any e-book out there but there is no reserve that
similar with In her novel "The Left Hand of Darkness", does Ursula K. LE Guin succeed in depicting a
completely non-gendered society?: Examining feminist criticism of the novel. It gives you thrill examining
journey, its open up your own eyes about the thing in which happened in the world which is perhaps can be
happened around you. You can easily bring everywhere like in park your car, café, or even in your way
home by train. In case you are having difficulties in bringing the branded book maybe the form of In her
novel "The Left Hand of Darkness", does Ursula K. LE Guin succeed in depicting a completely non-
gendered society?: Examining feminist criticism of the novel in e-book can be your substitute.

Edward Capps:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also turn into a life style. This reading habit give
you lot of advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge your information inside the book
that improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on what kind of e-book you read, if
you want get more knowledge just go with schooling books but if you want sense happy read one along with
theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. The In her novel "The Left Hand of Darkness", does Ursula
K. LE Guin succeed in depicting a completely non-gendered society?: Examining feminist criticism of the
novel is kind of guide which is giving the reader unpredictable experience.

Patty Shield:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book seemed to be rare? Why



so many issue for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy to get reading. Some people likes reading,
not only science book but novel and In her novel "The Left Hand of Darkness", does Ursula K. LE Guin
succeed in depicting a completely non-gendered society?: Examining feminist criticism of the novel as well
as others sources were given know-how for you. After you know how the truly great a book, you feel desire
to read more and more. Science reserve was created for teacher or students especially. Those ebooks are
helping them to put their knowledge. In different case, beside science book, any other book likes In her novel
"The Left Hand of Darkness", does Ursula K. LE Guin succeed in depicting a completely non-gendered
society?: Examining feminist criticism of the novel to make your spare time more colorful. Many types of
book like here.
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