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The term culture in its anthropological sense did not enter the American lexicon with force until after
1910—more than a century after Herder began to use it in Germany and another thirty years after E. B. Tylor
and Franz Boas made it the object of anthropological attention. Before Cultures explores this delay in the
development of the culture concept and its relation to the description of difference in late nineteenth-century
America.

In this work, Brad Evans weaves together the histories of American literature and anthropology. His study
brings alive not only the regionalist and ethnographic fiction of the time but also revives a range of neglected
materials, including the Zuni sketchbooks of anthropologist Frank Hamilton Cushing; popular magazines
such as Century Illustrated Monthly, which published Cushing's articles alongside Henry James's; the debate
between Joel Chandler Harris, author/collector of the Uncle Remus folktales, and John Wesley Powell,
perhaps the most important American anthropologist of the time; and Du Bois's polemics against the culture
concept as it was being developed in the early twentieth century.
Written with clarity and grace, Before Cultures will be of value to students of American literature, history,
and anthropology alike.
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From reader reviews:

Margaret Hall:

The event that you get from Before Cultures: The Ethnographic Imagination in American Literature, 1865-
1920 will be the more deep you looking the information that hide inside words the more you get thinking
about reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to recognise but Before Cultures: The Ethnographic
Imagination in American Literature, 1865-1920 giving you joy feeling of reading. The author conveys their
point in specific way that can be understood by means of anyone who read the idea because the author of this
publication is well-known enough. This kind of book also makes your current vocabulary increase well. So it
is easy to understand then can go together with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We propose
you for having this particular Before Cultures: The Ethnographic Imagination in American Literature, 1865-
1920 instantly.

Edward Vogler:

The e-book untitled Before Cultures: The Ethnographic Imagination in American Literature, 1865-1920 is
the publication that recommended to you to read. You can see the quality of the book content that will be
shown to a person. The language that author use to explained their way of doing something is easily to
understand. The article writer was did a lot of investigation when write the book, and so the information that
they share to you is absolutely accurate. You also can get the e-book of Before Cultures: The Ethnographic
Imagination in American Literature, 1865-1920 from the publisher to make you a lot more enjoy free time.

Farah McCune:

Why? Because this Before Cultures: The Ethnographic Imagination in American Literature, 1865-1920 is an
unordinary book that the inside of the book waiting for you to snap the idea but latter it will shock you with
the secret the item inside. Reading this book adjacent to it was fantastic author who also write the book in
such incredible way makes the content interior easier to understand, entertaining method but still convey the
meaning totally. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this any more or you going to regret it. This
phenomenal book will give you a lot of positive aspects than the other book include such as help improving
your talent and your critical thinking technique. So , still want to hold up having that book? If I were being
you I will go to the book store hurriedly.

Betty Callahan:

Some people said that they feel bored when they reading a e-book. They are directly felt the idea when they
get a half elements of the book. You can choose the actual book Before Cultures: The Ethnographic
Imagination in American Literature, 1865-1920 to make your own personal reading is interesting. Your skill
of reading proficiency is developing when you including reading. Try to choose straightforward book to
make you enjoy you just read it and mingle the sensation about book and looking at especially. It is to be 1st
opinion for you to like to wide open a book and examine it. Beside that the book Before Cultures: The



Ethnographic Imagination in American Literature, 1865-1920 can to be a newly purchased friend when
you're experience alone and confuse with what must you're doing of this time.
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