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A provocative examination of the essential – and widely misunderstood--personality type of today's most
innovative leaders.

What is it that Oprah Winfrey, Jack Welch, Martha Stewart, and Bill Gates all have in common? According
to psychoanalyst, anthropologist, and consultant Michael Maccoby, it’s not just enormous success and
celebrity – it’s narcissism. In The Productive Narcissist, Maccoby proposes a new paradigm of modern
leadership and zeros in on one common character trait: the narcissistic personality. Challenging prevailing
leadership theories, Maccoby argues that today’s most innovative leaders are not consensus-building
bureaucrats; they are “productive narcissists” with the interrelated set of skills -- foresight, systems thinking,
visioning, motivating, and partnering – that he terms “strategic intelligence.” Rejecting the negative
stereotype of the individual who is destroyed by a pathological preoccupation with himself, Maccoby
redefines the productive narcissist as the personality type who is best suited to lead during times of rapid
social and economic change. At the same time, he makes clear that narcissistic leadership doesn’t always
mean successful leadership and that narcissists lacking strategic intelligence are fated to crash and burn.

Beginning with an examination of the crucial role personality plays in the workplace and an analysis of the
primary personality types (a questionnaire allowing readers to evaluate their own personalities is included),
Maccoby makes an eye-opening case for how narcissism has been misunderstood and how throughout
history narcissists have always emerged to inspire people and to shape the future. While narcissism can be
extraordinarily useful—even necessary—for effective leadership, Maccoby shows how it also has a distinct
downside when narcissists become unrealistic dreamers and harbor the illusion that only circumstances or
enemies block their success. Strategic intelligence is the hallmark of the productive narcissist, and by
elucidating its key qualities – and how they can be developed – Maccoby illuminates both what it takes for
narcissists to truly succeed and how to work with them most effectively .

Based on over thirty years of first-hand experience consulting with business leaders around the world, The
Productive Narcissist redefines the way we understand and relate to today’s leaders.
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From reader reviews:

Desiree Thorne:

What do you about book? It is not important with you? Or just adding material when you want something to
explain what the ones you have problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy man or woman? If
you don't have spare time to complete others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored faster. And
you have extra time? What did you do? Everybody has many questions above. They have to answer that
question because just their can do which. It said that about e-book. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is
proper. Because start from on kindergarten until university need this particular The Productive Narcissist:
The Promise and Peril of Visionary Leadership to read.

Geraldine Carlson:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in most way. By being competitive right now, people
have do something to make these survives, being in the middle of the crowded place and notice simply by
surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated that for a while is reading. Yeah,
by reading a publication your ability to survive improve then having chance to stand than other is high. To
suit your needs who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you this specific The Productive
Narcissist: The Promise and Peril of Visionary Leadership book as basic and daily reading publication. Why,
because this book is greater than just a book.

Cheryl Cooley:

Spent a free time for you to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their
family, or their friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, likely to beach, or picnic within
the park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Will you something different to fill your own
free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book is usually option to fill your totally free time/ holiday. The first
thing that you ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If you want to try look for book, may be
the e-book untitled The Productive Narcissist: The Promise and Peril of Visionary Leadership can be
excellent book to read. May be it can be best activity to you.

Virgie Haynes:

The book untitled The Productive Narcissist: The Promise and Peril of Visionary Leadership contain a lot of
information on that. The writer explains your girlfriend idea with easy technique. The language is very easy
to understand all the people, so do not worry, you can easy to read the idea. The book was authored by
famous author. The author will take you in the new age of literary works. You can easily read this book
because you can keep reading your smart phone, or model, so you can read the book throughout anywhere
and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can start their official web-site as well as order it. Have a
nice read.
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