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Americans today “know” that a majority of the population supports the death penalty, that half of all
marriages end in divorce, and that four out of five prefer a particular brand of toothpaste. Through statistics
like these, we feel that we understand our fellow citizens. But remarkably, such data—now woven into our
social fabric—became common currency only in the last century. Sarah Igo tells the story, for the first time,
of how opinion polls, man-in-the-street interviews, sex surveys, community studies, and consumer research
transformed the United States public.

Igo argues that modern surveys, from the Middletown studies to the Gallup Poll and the Kinsey Reports,
projected new visions of the nation: authoritative accounts of majorities and minorities, the mainstream and
the marginal. They also infiltrated the lives of those who opened their doors to pollsters, or measured their
habits and beliefs against statistics culled from strangers. Survey data underwrote categories as abstract as
“the average American” and as intimate as the sexual self.

With a bold and sophisticated analysis, Igo demonstrates the power of scientific surveys to shape Americans’
sense of themselves as individuals, members of communities, and citizens of a nation. Tracing how ordinary
people argued about and adapted to a public awash in aggregate data, she reveals how survey techniques and
findings became the vocabulary of mass society—and essential to understanding who we, as modern
Americans, think we are.
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From reader reviews:

Annette Morrison:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? That's why,
you can choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent their own spare time to take a
wander, shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open or even read a book called The Averaged
American: Surveys, Citizens, and the Making of a Mass Public? Maybe it is to be best activity for you. You
realize beside you can spend your time using your favorite's book, you can wiser than before. Do you agree
with their opinion or you have some other opinion?

Antoine Dejean:

Book is usually written, printed, or illustrated for everything. You can realize everything you want by a
publication. Book has a different type. As you may know that book is important point to bring us around the
world. Close to that you can your reading ability was fluently. A guide The Averaged American: Surveys,
Citizens, and the Making of a Mass Public will make you to be smarter. You can feel considerably more
confidence if you can know about every thing. But some of you think which open or reading some sort of
book make you bored. It isn't make you fun. Why they may be thought like that? Have you searching for best
book or suited book with you?

Richard Reardon:

The actual book The Averaged American: Surveys, Citizens, and the Making of a Mass Public will bring one
to the new experience of reading the book. The author style to explain the idea is very unique. When you try
to find new book to read, this book very suited to you. The book The Averaged American: Surveys, Citizens,
and the Making of a Mass Public is much recommended to you to see. You can also get the e-book from
official web site, so you can quickly to read the book.

Rebecca Bonnett:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation as well as go to the outside with them
loved ones or their friend. Did you know? Many a lot of people spent that they free time just watching TV, or
maybe playing video games all day long. If you wish to try to find a new activity that's look different you can
read a book. It is really fun for yourself. If you enjoy the book you read you can spent all day long to reading
a book. The book The Averaged American: Surveys, Citizens, and the Making of a Mass Public it doesn't
matter what good to read. There are a lot of folks that recommended this book. These folks were enjoying
reading this book. If you did not have enough space to create this book you can buy the particular e-book.
You can m0ore effortlessly to read this book from your smart phone. The price is not too costly but this book
provides high quality.
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