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"Mr. Russell's book is the first by a non-Korean to explain the rise of Korea's entertainment industries....the
book could hardly be more approachable."—Wall Street Journal

“For a country that traditionally received culture, especially from China but also from Japan and the United
States, South Korea finds itself at a turning point in its new role as exporter.”—The New York Times

From kim chee to kim chic! South Korea came from nowhere in the 1990s to become one of the biggest
producers of pop content (movies, music, comic books, TV dramas, online gaming) in Asia—and the West.
Why? Who’s behind it? Mark James Russell tells an exciting tale of rapid growth and wild success marked
by an uncanny knack for moving just one step ahead of changing technologies (such as music downloads and
Internet comics) that have created new consumer markets around the world. Among the media pioneers
profiled in this book is film director Kang Je-gyu, maker of Korea’s first blockbuster film Shiri; Lee Su-man,
who went from folk singer to computer programmer to creator of Korea’s biggest music label; and Nelson
Shin, who rose from North Korea to the top of the animation business. Full of fresh analysis, engaging
reportage, and insightful insider anecdotes, Pop Goes Korea explores the hallyu (the Korean Wave) hitting
the world’s shores in the new century.

Mark James Russell is a freelance writer who lived in Korea for 13 years, specializing in Korean pop
culture. His articles have appeared in the New York Times, Wall Street Journal, Foreign Policy, Newsweek,
The Hollywood Reporter, Billboard, and other publications. He has also written extensively from around
Asia, from Mongolia to Japan to Thailand. He currently lives in Spain.
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From reader reviews:

Janie Williams:

The book Pop Goes Korea: Behind the Revolution in Movies, Music, and Internet Culture can give more
knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you want. Why must we leave the best
thing like a book Pop Goes Korea: Behind the Revolution in Movies, Music, and Internet Culture? A few of
you have a different opinion about reserve. But one aim that will book can give many data for us. It is
absolutely appropriate. Right now, try to closer together with your book. Knowledge or information that you
take for that, it is possible to give for each other; you could share all of these. Book Pop Goes Korea: Behind
the Revolution in Movies, Music, and Internet Culture has simple shape however, you know: it has great and
massive function for you. You can look the enormous world by start and read a publication. So it is very
wonderful.

Johnny Abel:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of activity that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading book
thus. There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a publication will give you a lot of new
information. When you read a guide you will get new information since book is one of various ways to share
the information or maybe their idea. Second, reading through a book will make you more imaginative. When
you reading a book especially hype book the author will bring you to definitely imagine the story how the
characters do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to other individuals. When you read
this Pop Goes Korea: Behind the Revolution in Movies, Music, and Internet Culture, it is possible to tells
your family, friends as well as soon about yours reserve. Your knowledge can inspire others, make them
reading a e-book.

James Wood:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside with them family or
their friend. Are you aware? Many a lot of people spent they free time just watching TV, or playing video
games all day long. If you want to try to find a new activity this is look different you can read the book. It is
really fun for you. If you enjoy the book you read you can spent all day long to reading a book. The book
Pop Goes Korea: Behind the Revolution in Movies, Music, and Internet Culture it is extremely good to read.
There are a lot of individuals who recommended this book. These folks were enjoying reading this book.
When you did not have enough space to create this book you can buy often the e-book. You can m0ore very
easily to read this book from your smart phone. The price is not very costly but this book offers high quality.

Kenneth Connolly:

Beside this kind of Pop Goes Korea: Behind the Revolution in Movies, Music, and Internet Culture in your
phone, it could give you a way to get more close to the new knowledge or facts. The information and the
knowledge you will got here is fresh in the oven so don't become worry if you feel like an older people live



in narrow community. It is good thing to have Pop Goes Korea: Behind the Revolution in Movies, Music,
and Internet Culture because this book offers for you readable information. Do you sometimes have book but
you seldom get what it's all about. Oh come on, that won't happen if you have this in the hand. The
Enjoyable set up here cannot be questionable, like treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want to
miss it? Find this book as well as read it from currently!
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