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With Sigmund Freud notoriously flummoxed about what women want, any encounter between
psychoanalysis and feminism would seem to promise a standoff. But in this lively, often surprising history,
Mari Jo Buhle reveals that the twentieth century's two great theories of liberation actually had a great deal to
tell each other. Starting with Freud's 1909 speech to an audience that included the feminist and radical Emma
Goldman, Buhle recounts all the twists and turns this exchange took in the United States up to the recent
American vogue of Jacques Lacan. While chronicling the contributions of feminism to the development of
psychoanalysis, she also makes an intriguing case for the benefits psychoanalysis brought to feminism.

From the first, American psychoanalysis became the property of freewheeling intellectuals and popularists as
well as trained analysts. Thus the cultural terrain that Buhle investigates is populated by literary critics,
artists and filmmakers, historians, anthropologists, and sociologists--and the resulting psychoanalysis is not
so much a strictly therapeutic theory as an immensely popular form of public discourse. She charts the
history of feminism from the first wave in the 1910s to the second in the 1960s and into a variety of recent
expressions. Where these paths meet, we see how the ideas of Freud and his followers helped further the
real-life goals of a feminism that was a widespread social movement and not just an academic phenomenon.
The marriage between psychoanalysis and feminism was not pure bliss, however, and Buhle documents the
trying moments; most notably the "Momism" of the 1940s and 1950s, a remarkable instance of men blaming
their own failures of virility on women.

An ambitious and highly engaging history of ideas, Feminism and Its Discontents brings together far-flung
intellectual tendencies rarely seen in intimate relation to each other--and shows us a new way of seeing both.
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From reader reviews:

Rebecca Shadwick:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important take action, like
looking for your favorite guide and reading a book. Beside you can solve your condition; you can add your
knowledge by the book entitled Feminism and Its Discontents: A Century of Struggle with Psychoanalysis.
Try to make the book Feminism and Its Discontents: A Century of Struggle with Psychoanalysis as your pal.
It means that it can to be your friend when you sense alone and beside those of course make you smarter than
ever before. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you personally. The book makes you considerably more confidence
because you can know anything by the book. So , we need to make new experience along with knowledge
with this book.

Jacob King:

What do you regarding book? It is not important along? Or just adding material when you require something
to explain what your own problem? How about your time? Or are you busy particular person? If you don't
have spare time to perform others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And you have free time? What
did you do? Everyone has many questions above. They should answer that question due to the fact just their
can do this. It said that about e-book. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is suitable. Because start from
on jardín de infancia until university need this Feminism and Its Discontents: A Century of Struggle with
Psychoanalysis to read.

Gabriel Reed:

Now a day those who Living in the era just where everything reachable by talk with the internet and the
resources included can be true or not require people to be aware of each info they get. How individuals to be
smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book. Examining a
book can help men and women out of this uncertainty Information specially this Feminism and Its
Discontents: A Century of Struggle with Psychoanalysis book because this book offers you rich facts and
knowledge. Of course the details in this book hundred % guarantees there is no doubt in it you probably
know this.

Sebrina Knapp:

Do you like reading a book? Confuse to looking for your favorite book? Or your book was rare? Why so
many concern for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading. Some
people likes looking at, not only science book but additionally novel and Feminism and Its Discontents: A
Century of Struggle with Psychoanalysis or perhaps others sources were given expertise for you. After you
know how the truly great a book, you feel need to read more and more. Science publication was created for
teacher or even students especially. Those publications are helping them to put their knowledge. In different
case, beside science e-book, any other book likes Feminism and Its Discontents: A Century of Struggle with



Psychoanalysis to make your spare time considerably more colorful. Many types of book like here.
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