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In Why It Is Good to be Good, John H. Riker argues that modernity, by undermining traditional religious and
metaphysical grounds for moral belief, has left itself no way to explain why it is personally good to be a
morally good person. Furthermore, modernity's regnant concept of the self as an independent agent
organized around the optimal satisfaction of desires and involved in an intense economic competition with
othersintensifies the likelihood that modern persons will see morality as a set of limiting constraints that
stand in the way of persona advantage and will tend to cheat when they believe thereislittle likelihood of
getting caught. This cheating has begun to severely undermine modernity's economic and social institutions.
Riker proposes that Heinz Kohut's psychoanal ytic understanding of the self can provide modernity with a
naturalistic ground for saying why it is good to be good. Kohut sees the self as a dynamic, unconscious
structure which, when coherent and actively engaged with the world, provides the basis for a heightened
sense of lively flourishing. The key to the self's devel opment and sustained coherence is the presence of
empathically responsive others?persons Kohut terms selfobjects. Riker argues that the best way to sustain
vitalized selfobject relations in adulthood is by becoming an ethical human being. It is persons who develop
the Aristotelian moral virtues?empathy for others, a sense of fairness, and a resolute integritywho are best
ableto engage in the reciprocal selfobject relations that are necessary to maintain self-cohesion and who are
most likely to extend empathic ethical concern to those beyond their selfobject matrixes. Riker also explores
how Kohut's concept of the self incorporates a number of the most important insights about the self in the
history of philosophy, constructs an original meta-psychology that differentiates the ego from the self, re-
envisions ethical life on the basis of a psychoanalytically informed view of human nature, explores how
persons might be able to nourish their selvesin an age that neglects and destabilizes person's selves, and
concludes with suggestions for how modernity must change if it is going to support selves and provide a
compelling ground for moral life.
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From reader reviews:
Della Richardson:

What do you ponder on book? It is just for students because they are still students or it for all people in the
world, the particular best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that issue above. Every person has
several personality and hobby for each other. Don't to be obligated someone or something that they don't
would like do that. Y ou must know how great and a so important the book Why It Is Good to Be Good:
Ethics, Kohut's Self Psychology, and Modern Society. All type of book are you able to see on many
methods. Y ou can look for the internet sources or other social media.

Noemi Burns:

What do you with regards to book? It is not important along with you? Or just adding material when you
want something to explain what the one you have problem? How about your time? Or are you busy

particular person? If you don't have spare time to do others business, it is make one feel bored faster. And
you have time? What did you do? Everybody has many questions above. They must answer that question due
to the fact just their can do that. It said that about reserve. Book isfamiliar on every person. Yes, it isright.
Because start from on guarderia until university need thiskind of Why It Is Good to Be Good: Ethics,
Kohut's Self Psychology, and Modern Society to read.

Aridle Griffin:

Spent afree time for you to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their down time with their
family, or their particular friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, planning to
beach, or picnic inside the park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Will you something
different to fill your own free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book may be option to fill your free
of charge time/ holiday. The first thing that you ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you
want to try out look for book, may be the guide untitled Why It Is Good to Be Good: Ethics, Kohut's Self
Psychology, and Modern Society can be great book to read. May be it might be best activity to you.

Vanessa Gilliam:

ThisWhy It Is Good to Be Good: Ethics, Kohut's Self Psychology, and Modern Society is great book for you
because the content that is full of information for you who have aways deal with world and possess to make
decision every minute. That book reveal it information accurately using great arrange word or we can point
out no rambling sentencesin it. So if you are read the idea hurriedly you can have whole info in it. Doesn't
mean it only provides straight forward sentences but tricky core information with lovely delivering
sentences. Having Why It Is Good to Be Good: Ethics, Kohut's Self Psychology, and Modern Society in your
hand like having the world in your arm, info in it is not ridiculous just one. We can say that no e-book that
offer you world in ten or fifteen minute right but this book aready do that. So, thisis certainly good reading
book. Hi Mr. and Mrs. stressful do you still doubt that will?
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