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Middle-class family life in the 1950s brings to mind images of either smugly satisfied or miserably repressed
nuclear families with breadwinning husbands, children, and housewives, much like the families depicted in
Ozzie and Harriet and Father Knows Best.

Jessica Weiss delves beneath these mythic images and paints a far more complex picture that reveals strong
continuities between the baby boomers and their parents. Drawing on interviews with American couples
from the 1950s to the 1980s, Weiss creates a dynamic portrait of family and social change in the postwar era.
She pairs these firsthand accounts with a deft analysis of movies, television shows, magazines, and advice
books from each decade, providing an unprecedented and intimate look at ordinary marriages in a time of
sweeping cultural change.

Weiss shows how young couples in the 1950s attempted to combine egalitarian hopes with traditional gender
roles. Middle-class women encouraged their husbands to become involved fathers. Midlife wives and
mothers reshaped the labor force and the home by returning to work in the 1960s. And couples strove for
fulfilling marriages as they dealt with the pressures of childrearing in the midst of the sexual and divorce
revolutions of the 1960s and 1970s. By the 1980s, they were far more welcoming to the ideas of the women's
movement than has often been assumed. More than simply changing with the times, the parents of the baby
boom contributed to changing times themselves.

Weiss's excellent use of family interviews that span three decades, her imaginative examination of popular
culture, and her incisive conclusions make her book an invaluable contribution not only to our understanding
of the past but also to our understanding of men's and women's roles in today's family.

"Weiss has written an enlightening book that examines the dynamics of American families past and present. .
. . Since Weiss is a historian, she provides analyses of her arguments that are factual rather than emotive, and
her use of family interviews further contributes to a strong presentation. Overall, this is a unique works
because its multidisciplinary approach informs but never preaches on the emotionally charged topic of the
American family.—Sheila Devaney, Library Journal
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From reader reviews:

Mary Ponce:

With other case, little people like to read book To Have and to Hold: Marriage, the Baby Boom, and Social
Change. You can choose the best book if you'd prefer reading a book. Providing we know about how is
important a book To Have and to Hold: Marriage, the Baby Boom, and Social Change. You can add
knowledge and of course you can around the world by just a book. Absolutely right, because from book you
can recognize everything! From your country until finally foreign or abroad you will find yourself known.
About simple matter until wonderful thing it is possible to know that. In this era, we could open a book or
searching by internet gadget. It is called e-book. You can use it when you feel weary to go to the library.
Let's go through.

Maria Blanco:

Do you certainly one of people who can't read gratifying if the sentence chained inside straightway, hold on
guys that aren't like that. This To Have and to Hold: Marriage, the Baby Boom, and Social Change book is
readable by means of you who hate the perfect word style. You will find the details here are arrange for
enjoyable looking at experience without leaving even decrease the knowledge that want to provide to you.
The writer associated with To Have and to Hold: Marriage, the Baby Boom, and Social Change content
conveys the idea easily to understand by a lot of people. The printed and e-book are not different in the
articles but it just different in the form of it. So , do you continue to thinking To Have and to Hold: Marriage,
the Baby Boom, and Social Change is not loveable to be your top listing reading book?

Mary Quinn:

Reading can called mind hangout, why? Because if you are reading a book specifically book entitled To
Have and to Hold: Marriage, the Baby Boom, and Social Change your head will drift away trough every
dimension, wandering in each and every aspect that maybe not known for but surely will end up your mind
friends. Imaging every single word written in a publication then become one form conclusion and
explanation in which maybe you never get ahead of. The To Have and to Hold: Marriage, the Baby Boom,
and Social Change giving you a different experience more than blown away the mind but also giving you
useful data for your better life on this era. So now let us demonstrate the relaxing pattern here is your body
and mind will be pleased when you are finished examining it, like winning a game. Do you want to try this
extraordinary investing spare time activity?

Cathy Kerby:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book was rare? Why
so many concern for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy regarding reading. Some people
likes looking at, not only science book and also novel and To Have and to Hold: Marriage, the Baby Boom,
and Social Change or perhaps others sources were given information for you. After you know how the truly



amazing a book, you feel want to read more and more. Science publication was created for teacher as well as
students especially. Those textbooks are helping them to increase their knowledge. In various other case,
beside science book, any other book likes To Have and to Hold: Marriage, the Baby Boom, and Social
Change to make your spare time far more colorful. Many types of book like this one.
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