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In 1851, fifteen wealthy New Yorkers wanted to show a group of Philadelphia friends just how impressive a
meal could be and took them to Delmonico's, New York's finest restaurant. They asked Lorenzo Delmonico
to "astonish our Quaker City friends with the sumptuousness of our feast," and assured him that money was
no object, as the honor of New York was at stake. They were treated to a magnificent banquet, enjoyed by
all. However, not to be outdone, the Philadelphia men invited the New Yorkers to a meal prepared by James
W. Parkinson in their city. In what became known as the "Thousand Dollar Dinner," Parkinson successfully
rose to the challenge, creating a seventeen-course extravaganza featuring fresh salmon, baked rockfish,
braised pigeon, turtle steaks, spring lamb, out-of-season fruits and vegetables, and desserts, all paired with
rare wines and liquors. Midway through the twelve-hour meal, the New Yorkers declared Philadelphia the
winner of their competition, and at several times stood in ovation to acknowledge the chef 's mastery. In The
Thousand Dollar Dinner: America's First Great Cookery Challenge, research historian Becky Libourel
Diamond presents the entire seventeen-course meal, course by course, explaining each dish and its history. A
gastronomic turning point, Parkinson's luxurious meal helped launch the era of grand banquets of the gilded
age and established a new level of American culinary arts to rival those of Europe. 
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From reader reviews:

Salvador Perez:

The book The Thousand Dollar Dinner: America's First Great Cookery Challenge can give more knowledge
and information about everything you want. So why must we leave the best thing like a book The Thousand
Dollar Dinner: America's First Great Cookery Challenge? Wide variety you have a different opinion about
reserve. But one aim which book can give many details for us. It is absolutely proper. Right now, try to
closer with the book. Knowledge or data that you take for that, you can give for each other; you can share all
of these. Book The Thousand Dollar Dinner: America's First Great Cookery Challenge has simple shape
however, you know: it has great and big function for you. You can appearance the enormous world by
available and read a e-book. So it is very wonderful.

Homer Simon:

This The Thousand Dollar Dinner: America's First Great Cookery Challenge are generally reliable for you
who want to certainly be a successful person, why. The explanation of this The Thousand Dollar Dinner:
America's First Great Cookery Challenge can be on the list of great books you must have is usually giving
you more than just simple studying food but feed a person with information that maybe will shock your prior
knowledge. This book will be handy, you can bring it everywhere you go and whenever your conditions in
the e-book and printed people. Beside that this The Thousand Dollar Dinner: America's First Great Cookery
Challenge forcing you to have an enormous of experience such as rich vocabulary, giving you demo of
critical thinking that we know it useful in your day exercise. So , let's have it and luxuriate in reading.

Rachel Addison:

Is it you actually who having spare time after that spend it whole day through watching television programs
or just laying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This The Thousand Dollar Dinner: America's
First Great Cookery Challenge can be the respond to, oh how comes? It's a book you know. You are thus out
of date, spending your spare time by reading in this brand new era is common not a nerd activity. So what
these textbooks have than the others?

Holly Sheehan:

In this particular era which is the greater particular person or who has ability in doing something more are
more treasured than other. Do you want to become one among it? It is just simple method to have that. What
you need to do is just spending your time very little but quite enough to have a look at some books. One of
the books in the top listing in your reading list is usually The Thousand Dollar Dinner: America's First Great
Cookery Challenge. This book that is qualified as The Hungry Inclines can get you closer in turning out to be
precious person. By looking right up and review this reserve you can get many advantages.
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