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In the wake of the French Revolution, Edmund Burke argued that civil order depended upon nurturing the
sensibility of men—upon the masculine cultivation of traditionally feminine qualities such as sentiment,
tenderness, veneration, awe, gratitude, and even prejudice. Writers as diverse as Sterne, Goldsmith, Burke,
and Rousseau were politically motivated to represent authority figures as men of feeling, but denied women
comparable authority by representing their feelings as inferior, pathological, or criminal. Focusing on Mary
Wollstonecraft, Ann Radcliffe, Frances Burney, and Jane Austen, whose popular works culminate and assail
this tradition, Claudia L. Johnson examines the legacy male sentimentality left for women of various political
persuasions.

Demonstrating the interrelationships among politics, gender, and feeling in the fiction of this period, Johnson
provides detailed readings of Wollstonecraft, Radcliffe, and Burney, and treats the qualities that were once
thought to mar their work—grotesqueness, strain, and excess—as indices of ideological conflict and as
strategies of representation during a period of profound political conflict. She maintains that the reactionary
reassertion of male sentimentality as a political duty displaced customary gender roles, rendering women, in
Wollstonecraft's words, "equivocal beings."
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From reader reviews:

Stephanie Carlton:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important action, like
looking for your favorite book and reading a publication. Beside you can solve your long lasting problem;
you can add your knowledge by the publication entitled Equivocal Beings: Politics, Gender, and
Sentimentality in the 1790s--Wollstonecraft, Radcliffe, Burney, Austen (Women in Culture and Society).
Try to the actual book Equivocal Beings: Politics, Gender, and Sentimentality in the 1790s--Wollstonecraft,
Radcliffe, Burney, Austen (Women in Culture and Society) as your close friend. It means that it can for
being your friend when you sense alone and beside associated with course make you smarter than before.
Yeah, it is very fortuned for yourself. The book makes you far more confidence because you can know every
little thing by the book. So , let us make new experience along with knowledge with this book.

Warren Zeigler:

Information is provisions for anyone to get better life, information these days can get by anyone on
everywhere. The information can be a expertise or any news even an issue. What people must be consider
while those information which is inside former life are hard to be find than now's taking seriously which one
is suitable to believe or which one typically the resource are convinced. If you get the unstable resource then
you have it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for you. All those possibilities will not
happen inside you if you take Equivocal Beings: Politics, Gender, and Sentimentality in the 1790s--
Wollstonecraft, Radcliffe, Burney, Austen (Women in Culture and Society) as the daily resource
information.

Jillian Diaz:

The book Equivocal Beings: Politics, Gender, and Sentimentality in the 1790s--Wollstonecraft, Radcliffe,
Burney, Austen (Women in Culture and Society) has a lot of information on it. So when you read this book
you can get a lot of help. The book was authored by the very famous author. The writer makes some research
before write this book. This book very easy to read you can obtain the point easily after perusing this book.

Charles Smith:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The publication lovers usually prefer to select book
like comic, quick story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not attempting Equivocal Beings: Politics,
Gender, and Sentimentality in the 1790s--Wollstonecraft, Radcliffe, Burney, Austen (Women in Culture and
Society) that give your entertainment preference will be satisfied by means of reading this book. Reading
routine all over the world can be said as the way for people to know world considerably better then how they
react toward the world. It can't be said constantly that reading practice only for the geeky particular person
but for all of you who wants to be success person. So , for all you who want to start reading as your good
habit, you may pick Equivocal Beings: Politics, Gender, and Sentimentality in the 1790s--Wollstonecraft,



Radcliffe, Burney, Austen (Women in Culture and Society) become your own personal starter.
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