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Based on extensive primary sources, many never previously translated into English, this is the definitive
account of the origins of Ceres as it went from being classified as a new planet to reclassification as the first
of a previously unknown group of celestial objects. Cunningham opens this critical moment of astronomical
discovery to full modern analysis for the first time. This book includes all the voluminous correspondence,
translated into English, between the astronomers of Europe about the startling discovery of Ceres by Piazzi
in 1801. It covers the period up to March 1802, at which time Pallas was discovered. Also included are
Piazzi’s two monographs about Ceres, and the sections of two books dealing with Ceres, one by Johann
Bode, the other by Johann Schroeter. The origin of the word ‘asteroid’ is explained, along with several
chapters on the antecedents of the story going back to ancient Greek times. The formulation of Bode’s Law
is given, as are the details on the efforts of Baron von Zach to organize a search for the supposed missing
planet between Mars and Jupiter. Examples of verse created to commemorate the great discovery are
included in this first volume. The author, who has a PhD in the History of Astronomy, is a dedicated scholar
of the story of asteroids and his research on the discovery of Ceres is comprehensive and fully sourced. The
discovery came at a time when rival astronomers were in hot competition with each other, and when the true
nature of these celestial bodies was not yet known. With astronomers in France, Italy and beyond vying to
understand and receive credit for the new class of astral bodies, drama was not in short supply--nor were
scientific advances.
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From reader reviews:

Della Bailey:

The book Discovery of the First Asteroid, Ceres: Historical Studies in Asteroid Research make one feel
enjoy for your spare time. You need to use to make your capable more increase. Book can to become your
best friend when you getting anxiety or having big problem with your subject. If you can make looking at a
book Discovery of the First Asteroid, Ceres: Historical Studies in Asteroid Research to be your habit, you
can get much more advantages, like add your own personal capable, increase your knowledge about a
number of or all subjects. You are able to know everything if you like available and read a reserve Discovery
of the First Asteroid, Ceres: Historical Studies in Asteroid Research. Kinds of book are several. It means
that, science book or encyclopedia or others. So , how do you think about this guide?

Andrea Behnke:

What do you with regards to book? It is not important together with you? Or just adding material when you
want something to explain what you problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy person? If you
don't have spare time to try and do others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored faster. And you
have extra time? What did you do? Every person has many questions above. They should answer that
question mainly because just their can do that will. It said that about reserve. Book is familiar in each person.
Yes, it is correct. Because start from on jardín de infancia until university need this particular Discovery of
the First Asteroid, Ceres: Historical Studies in Asteroid Research to read.

Jerry Ingle:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive right
now, people have do something to make them survives, being in the middle of the crowded place and notice
by surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated the item for a while is
reading. Yes, by reading a publication your ability to survive boost then having chance to remain than other
is high. For you who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you that Discovery of the First
Asteroid, Ceres: Historical Studies in Asteroid Research book as beginner and daily reading book. Why,
because this book is usually more than just a book.

Awilda Kell:

Hey guys, do you wishes to finds a new book you just read? May be the book with the subject Discovery of
the First Asteroid, Ceres: Historical Studies in Asteroid Research suitable to you? Typically the book was
written by renowned writer in this era. Often the book untitled Discovery of the First Asteroid, Ceres:
Historical Studies in Asteroid Researchis a single of several books in which everyone read now. This specific
book was inspired a lot of people in the world. When you read this publication you will enter the new
dimension that you ever know prior to. The author explained their thought in the simple way, consequently
all of people can easily to know the core of this publication. This book will give you a lots of information



about this world now. To help you to see the represented of the world in this particular book.
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