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This ambitious study presents Baruch Spinoza (1632-1677) as the most outstanding and influential thinker of
modernity--and examines the question of whether he was the "first secular Jew." A number-one bestseller in
Israel, Spinoza and Other Heretics is made up of two volumes--The Marrano of Reason and The Adventures
of Immanence. Yirmiyahu Yovel shows how Spinoza grounded a philosophical revolution in a radically new
principle--the philosophy of immanence, or the idea that this world is all there is--and how he thereby
anticipated secularization, the Enlightenment, the disintegration of ghetto life, and the rise of natural science
and the liberal-democratic state.

The Marrano of Reason

The Marrano of Reason finds the origins of the idea of immanence in the culture of Spinoza's Marrano
ancestors, Jews in Spain and Portugal who had been forcibly converted to Christianity. Yovel uses their
fascinating story to show how the crypto-Jewish life they maintained in the face of the Inquisition mixed
Judaism and Christianity in ways that undermined both religions and led to rational skepticism and
secularism. He identifies Marrano patterns that recur in Spinoza in a secularized context: a "this-worldly"
disposition, a split religious identity, an opposition between inner and outer life, a quest for salvation outside
official doctrines, and a gift for dual language and equivocation. This same background explains the drama
of the young Spinoza's excommunication from the Jewish community in his native Amsterdam. Convention
portrays the Amsterdam Jews as narrow-minded and fanatical, but in Yovel's vivid account they emerge as
highly civilized former Marranos with cosmopolitan leanings, struggling to renew their Jewish identity and
to build a "new Jerusalem" in the Netherlands.
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From reader reviews:

Ann Gross:

The book Spinoza and Other Heretics. Vol. 1 has a lot of knowledge on it. So when you read this book you
can get a lot of gain. The book was written by the very famous author. The author makes some research just
before write this book. This particular book very easy to read you will get the point easily after reading this
article book.

Sharon Chacko:

This Spinoza and Other Heretics. Vol. 1 is great guide for you because the content which is full of
information for you who all always deal with world and possess to make decision every minute. This book
reveal it information accurately using great coordinate word or we can point out no rambling sentences
within it. So if you are read the idea hurriedly you can have whole facts in it. Doesn't mean it only will give
you straight forward sentences but challenging core information with splendid delivering sentences. Having
Spinoza and Other Heretics. Vol. 1 in your hand like getting the world in your arm, facts in it is not
ridiculous 1. We can say that no publication that offer you world within ten or fifteen tiny right but this
publication already do that. So , it is good reading book. Hey there Mr. and Mrs. hectic do you still doubt
this?

Christopher Gonzalez:

Is it anyone who having spare time then spend it whole day through watching television programs or just
lying down on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Spinoza and Other Heretics. Vol. 1 can be
the respond to, oh how comes? A fresh book you know. You are consequently out of date, spending your
free time by reading in this brand-new era is common not a geek activity. So what these guides have than the
others?

Brandy Godwin:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got students? We believe that that query
was given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every individual has different hobby.
Therefore you know that little person including reading or as reading through become their hobby. You
should know that reading is very important along with book as to be the issue. Book is important thing to add
you knowledge, except your personal teacher or lecturer. You get good news or update with regards to
something by book. Different categories of books that can you decide to try be your object. One of them is
niagra Spinoza and Other Heretics. Vol. 1.
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