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With social and political issues providing the foreground of literary studies over the past several years,
William Dean Howells has re-emerged as a major author. Yet, among canonical American writers, Howells
simultaneously attracts both significant attention and curious neglect. While studies devoted to his novels,
The Rise of Silas Lapham and A Hazard of New Fortunes, are proliferating, the attention paid to his later
writing, particularly his short fiction, is not only far less sustained but often dismissive, promoting a
continuous inattention to the process by which the author discovers new forms and expression. William Dean
Howells and the American Memory Crisis confronts the frequent refusal to see Howells as a writer whose
lifelong engagement with literature pushed him through generic boundaries in search of new ways of shaping
his fiction and questioning American identity. By focusing on Howells’s preoccupation with tropes of
memory and amnesia, this book positions his work within the American “memory crisis,” the turn-of-the-
century’s pervasive feelings of fragmentation, loss, and dislocation that followed breathtaking
transformations in the pace of everyday life and traditional social structures, which contributed to the sense
that the linear inheritance of the past was severely weakened, if not broken beyond repair. As Americans
engaged in a politics of memory––with various groups battling for their stake in shaping America’s present
and future by defining its past––Howells’s work interacts with a number of social discourses and practices
through which national identity was being (re)constructed and debated. The book explores these sites of
memory, including historiography, the rhetoric of imperialism, the revival in historical romantic fiction, the
rise of photography, the boom in monument construction, the beginnings of modern advertising, the interest
in spiritualism and the occult, and literary history itself. By focusing on two neglected areas of Howells
studies––his late short fiction and his engagement in the politics of memory––William Dean Howells and the
American Memory Crisis clarifies the convergence of his aesthetic and political goals and challenges recent
innovative studies that situate Howells and literary realism as reinforcing late-nineteenth-century hierarchies
of race, class, and gender. As a major figure of the traditional canon, Howells routinely has been positioned
as a powerful cultural authority who was either deceptive of his real goals, willfully hypocritical, or ignorant
of the actual political scene in which he was working. Rubin’s book complicates some of these accepted
views by arguing that, while not apolitical, Howells was not as naïve or as reactionary as some have claimed.
By not accounting for the direction Howells takes in his later work, particularly as it imagines and represents
memory, previous studies––so reliant on postmodern-influenced criticism ––seem to have often overlooked
Howells’s own postmodern leanings. Tropes of memory and amnesia have become prominent in postmodern
theories of history and subjectivity, registering anxiety about the stability of the self and serving as
metaphors for the impossibility of objective and secure historical narratives. Howells’s work, this book
maintains, consistently gestures toward these and other characteristics of the “postmodern” in its approach to
history and questions the versions of literary realism that have become sacrosanct within the academy.
Ultimately, this book provides other teachers, researchers, and students with a new framework with which to
approach Howells and American realism. As his discussion draws on a variety of discourse in its exploration
of America’s politics of memory, a secondary, more interdisciplinary audience includes those interested in
political and social theory, history, and cultural studies.
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From reader reviews:

Todd Jacobs:

Now a day those who Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by match the internet and the
resources within it can be true or not call for people to be aware of each info they get. How a lot more to be
smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the answer then is reading a book. Reading through a
book can help people out of this uncertainty Information specifically this William Dean Howells and the
American Memory Crisis - Student Edition book since this book offers you rich details and knowledge. Of
course the information in this book hundred % guarantees there is no doubt in it you know.

Lauren Graves:

This William Dean Howells and the American Memory Crisis - Student Edition are reliable for you who
want to be a successful person, why. The explanation of this William Dean Howells and the American
Memory Crisis - Student Edition can be one of the great books you must have is giving you more than just
simple reading food but feed an individual with information that probably will shock your before knowledge.
This book will be handy, you can bring it all over the place and whenever your conditions both in e-book and
printed kinds. Beside that this William Dean Howells and the American Memory Crisis - Student Edition
forcing you to have an enormous of experience like rich vocabulary, giving you trial run of critical thinking
that could it useful in your day task. So , let's have it and revel in reading.

Randy Garrison:

In this period globalization it is important to someone to acquire information. The information will make
anyone to understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information easier to
share. You can find a lot of referrals to get information example: internet, magazine, book, and soon. You
can observe that now, a lot of publisher that print many kinds of book. Typically the book that recommended
to you personally is William Dean Howells and the American Memory Crisis - Student Edition this e-book
consist a lot of the information from the condition of this world now. That book was represented so why is
the world has grown up. The dialect styles that writer value to explain it is easy to understand. Typically the
writer made some investigation when he makes this book. Here is why this book suited all of you.

Lucas Florio:

This William Dean Howells and the American Memory Crisis - Student Edition is fresh way for you who has
curiosity to look for some information mainly because it relief your hunger of knowledge. Getting deeper
you into it getting knowledge more you know or you who still having tiny amount of digest in reading this
William Dean Howells and the American Memory Crisis - Student Edition can be the light food to suit your
needs because the information inside this kind of book is easy to get by anyone. These books produce itself
in the form which can be reachable by anyone, yes I mean in the e-book contact form. People who think that
in e-book form make them feel tired even dizzy this e-book is the answer. So there is absolutely no in



reading a book especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for anyone. So , don't
miss the item! Just read this e-book type for your better life and knowledge.
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