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The Seleucid Empire (311-64 BCE) was unlike anything the ancient Mediterranean and Near Eastern worlds
had seen. Stretching from present-day Bulgaria to Tajikistan--the bulk of Alexander the Great's Asian
conquests--the kingdom encompassed a territory of remarkable ethnic, religious, and linguistic diversity; yet
it did not include Macedonia, the ancestral homeland of the dynasty. The Land of the Elephant Kings
investigates how the Seleucid kings, ruling over lands to which they had no historic claim, attempted to
transform this territory into a coherent and meaningful space.

Based on recent archaeological evidence and ancient primary sources, Paul J. Kosmin's multidisciplinary
approach treats the Seleucid Empire not as a mosaic of regions but as a land unified in imperial ideology and
articulated by spatial practices. Kosmin uncovers how Seleucid geographers and ethnographers worked to
naturalize the kingdom's borders with India and Central Asia in ways that shaped Roman and later medieval
understandings of "the East." In the West, Seleucid rulers turned their backs on Macedonia, shifting their
sense of homeland to Syria. By mapping the Seleucid kings' travels and studying the cities they founded--an
ambitious colonial policy that has influenced the Near East to this day--Kosmin shows how the empire's
territorial identity was constructed on the ground. In the empire's final century, with enemies pressing harder
and central power disintegrating, we see that the very modes by which Seleucid territory had been formed
determined the way in which it fell apart.
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From reader reviews:

Charles Eiland:

Book is to be different for every single grade. Book for children right up until adult are different content. As
we know that book is very important for people. The book The Land of the Elephant Kings: Space, Territory,
and Ideology in the Seleucid Empire was making you to know about other expertise and of course you can
take more information. It is rather advantages for you. The e-book The Land of the Elephant Kings: Space,
Territory, and Ideology in the Seleucid Empire is not only giving you considerably more new information
but also to become your friend when you experience bored. You can spend your personal spend time to read
your publication. Try to make relationship with all the book The Land of the Elephant Kings: Space,
Territory, and Ideology in the Seleucid Empire. You never truly feel lose out for everything if you read some
books.

Diane Gibbons:

This The Land of the Elephant Kings: Space, Territory, and Ideology in the Seleucid Empire are reliable for
you who want to certainly be a successful person, why. The reason of this The Land of the Elephant Kings:
Space, Territory, and Ideology in the Seleucid Empire can be one of the great books you must have is
definitely giving you more than just simple reading through food but feed a person with information that
possibly will shock your earlier knowledge. This book will be handy, you can bring it just about everywhere
and whenever your conditions at e-book and printed people. Beside that this The Land of the Elephant
Kings: Space, Territory, and Ideology in the Seleucid Empire forcing you to have an enormous of experience
including rich vocabulary, giving you demo of critical thinking that we understand it useful in your day
activity. So , let's have it and enjoy reading.

Annette Carroll:

Beside this kind of The Land of the Elephant Kings: Space, Territory, and Ideology in the Seleucid Empire
in your phone, it could give you a way to get more close to the new knowledge or data. The information and
the knowledge you will got here is fresh from the oven so don't end up being worry if you feel like an
previous people live in narrow village. It is good thing to have The Land of the Elephant Kings: Space,
Territory, and Ideology in the Seleucid Empire because this book offers to your account readable
information. Do you often have book but you rarely get what it's facts concerning. Oh come on, that will not
end up to happen if you have this within your hand. The Enjoyable set up here cannot be questionable,
including treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to miss the idea? Find this book as well as read it
from at this point!

Dolores Mika:

Is it an individual who having spare time after that spend it whole day through watching television programs
or just lying down on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This The Land of the Elephant Kings:



Space, Territory, and Ideology in the Seleucid Empire can be the respond to, oh how comes? It's a book you
know. You are and so out of date, spending your extra time by reading in this fresh era is common not a nerd
activity. So what these publications have than the others?
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