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Whether the fossil record should be read at face value or whether it presents a distorted view of the history of
life is an argument seemingly as old as many fossils themselves. In the late 1700s, Georges Cuvier argued
for a literal interpretation, but in the early 1800s, Charles Lyell’s gradualist view of the earth’s history
required a more nuanced interpretation of that same record. To this day, the tension between literal and
interpretive readings lies at the heart of paleontological research, influencing the way scientists view
extinction patterns and their causes, ecosystem persistence and turnover, and the pattern of morphologic
change and mode of speciation.
 
With Stratigraphic Paleobiology, Mark E. Patzkowsky and Steven M. Holland present a critical framework
for assessing the fossil record, one based on a modern understanding of the principles of sediment
accumulation. Patzkowsky and Holland argue that the distribution of fossil taxa in time and space is
controlled not only by processes of ecology, evolution, and environmental change, but also by the
stratigraphic processes that govern where and when sediment that might contain fossils is deposited and
preserved. The authors explore the exciting possibilities of stratigraphic paleobiology, and along the way
demonstrate its great potential to answer some of the most critical questions about the history of life: How
and why do environmental niches change over time? What is the tempo and mode of evolutionary change
and what processes drive this change? How has the diversity of life changed through time, and what
processes control this change? And, finally, what is the tempo and mode of change in ecosystems over time?
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From reader reviews:

Kim McLoughlin:

The book Stratigraphic Paleobiology: Understanding the Distribution of Fossil Taxa in Time and Space give
you a sense of feeling enjoy for your spare time. You can use to make your capable far more increase. Book
can for being your best friend when you getting stress or having big problem with your subject. If you can
make studying a book Stratigraphic Paleobiology: Understanding the Distribution of Fossil Taxa in Time and
Space for being your habit, you can get a lot more advantages, like add your capable, increase your
knowledge about a number of or all subjects. You may know everything if you like open up and read a
reserve Stratigraphic Paleobiology: Understanding the Distribution of Fossil Taxa in Time and Space. Kinds
of book are a lot of. It means that, science e-book or encyclopedia or some others. So , how do you think
about this publication?

Randolph Dilworth:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book to read? May be the book with the title Stratigraphic
Paleobiology: Understanding the Distribution of Fossil Taxa in Time and Space suitable to you? Typically
the book was written by renowned writer in this era. The book untitled Stratigraphic Paleobiology:
Understanding the Distribution of Fossil Taxa in Time and Spaceis the one of several books in which
everyone read now. This book was inspired many men and women in the world. When you read this e-book
you will enter the new age that you ever know before. The author explained their thought in the simple way,
consequently all of people can easily to be aware of the core of this publication. This book will give you a
great deal of information about this world now. In order to see the represented of the world within this book.

Patricia Miller:

The reserve with title Stratigraphic Paleobiology: Understanding the Distribution of Fossil Taxa in Time and
Space posesses a lot of information that you can learn it. You can get a lot of profit after read this book. This
specific book exist new expertise the information that exist in this publication represented the condition of
the world right now. That is important to yo7u to learn how the improvement of the world. This specific
book will bring you throughout new era of the syndication. You can read the e-book on your own smart
phone, so you can read it anywhere you want.

Lowell Bohler:

Guide is one of source of know-how. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students but
additionally native or citizen want book to know the change information of year in order to year. As we
know those guides have many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, can also bring us to around
the world. By the book Stratigraphic Paleobiology: Understanding the Distribution of Fossil Taxa in Time
and Space we can take more advantage. Don't that you be creative people? To be creative person must want
to read a book. Just choose the best book that appropriate with your aim. Don't be doubt to change your life



at this time book Stratigraphic Paleobiology: Understanding the Distribution of Fossil Taxa in Time and
Space. You can more appealing than now.
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