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Pop culture meets cutting-edge science in this one-volume introduction to the history of science and modern
biology.

“[Weissmann] has emerged in the last three decades as America’s most interesting and important essayist.
He has achieved this status both epigenetically and through Twitter, word of mouth, so to speak. . . . Much
like Susan Sontag, Weissmann likes being a contemporary, and does not feel shackled by tradition. . . . This
book is a joy for the heart and instructive for the mind.” —ERIC KANDEL, Nobel Laureate and author of
In Search of Memory

“Only a mind as nimble and well traveled as Gerald Weissmann’s could see, never mind make and expound
on, the connections between salamanders and Prohibition . . . white blood cells, Hollywood and erectile
dysfunction . . . health care reform and Marie Antoinette . . . bacteria, the Equal Rights Amendment and the
“Miracle on the Hudson.” Better yet, Weissmann does so with wit and insight. A fascinating tour through
history, science and pop culture.” —MAX GOMEZ, MD, Emmy Award-winning WCBS-TV Medical
Correspondent

“Erudite energy leaps from this lively commingling of art, culture and science. . . . In each [essay],
Weissmann finds links between research and elements of history and pop culture, which play off each other
to illuminating effect. So US politician Sarah Palin pops up in a discussion of ‘Marie Antoinette syndrome’. .
. and the ‘meltdown’ of the mythical Icarus meets the nuclear version at the Fukushima Daiichi power plant
in Japan.” —Nature

Epigenetics, which attempts to explain how our genes respond to our environment, is the latest twist on the
historic nature vs. nurture debate. In addressing this and other controversies in contemporary science, Gerald
Weissmann taps what he calls “the social network of Western Civilization,” including the many neglected
women of science: from the martyred Hypatia of Alexandria, the first woman scientist, to the Nobel laureates
Marie Curie, Christiane Nüsslein-Volhard, and Elizabeth Blackburn, among other luminaries in the field.
Always instructive and often hilarious, this is a one-volume introduction to modern biology, viewed through
the lens of today’s mass media and the longer historical tradition of the Scientific Revolution. Whether
engaging in the healthcare debate or imagining the future prose styling of the scientific research paper in the
age of Twitter, Weissmann proves to be one of our most incisive cultural critics and satirists.

Gerald Weissmann is director of the Biotechnology Study Center at the New York University School of
Medicine and editor-in-chief of the FASEB Journal. His essays and reviews have appeared in numerous
publications worldwide, including the London Review of Books and New York Times Book Review.
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From reader reviews:

Solomon Pepper:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to choose book like
comic, brief story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not trying Epigenetics in the Age of Twitter: Pop
Culture and Modern Science that give your enjoyment preference will be satisfied simply by reading this
book. Reading routine all over the world can be said as the opportinity for people to know world far better
then how they react towards the world. It can't be mentioned constantly that reading practice only for the
geeky particular person but for all of you who wants to become success person. So , for all of you who want
to start reading as your good habit, it is possible to pick Epigenetics in the Age of Twitter: Pop Culture and
Modern Science become your starter.

Irma Huges:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book can filled the space in your house, you might have it in
e-book way, more simple and reachable. This particular Epigenetics in the Age of Twitter: Pop Culture and
Modern Science can give you a lot of pals because by you investigating this one book you have thing that
they don't and make an individual more like an interesting person. This book can be one of one step for you
to get success. This publication offer you information that perhaps your friend doesn't learn, by knowing
more than different make you to be great folks. So , why hesitate? Let us have Epigenetics in the Age of
Twitter: Pop Culture and Modern Science.

Stacy Knarr:

You may get this Epigenetics in the Age of Twitter: Pop Culture and Modern Science by browse the
bookstore or Mall. Merely viewing or reviewing it could to be your solve challenge if you get difficulties on
your knowledge. Kinds of this reserve are various. Not only by means of written or printed but can you enjoy
this book through e-book. In the modern era like now, you just looking from your mobile phone and
searching what their problem. Right now, choose your ways to get more information about your guide. It is
most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still revise. Let's try to choose correct
ways for you.

Cheryl Lopez:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book ended up being rare?
Why so many query for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy intended for reading. Some
people likes reading, not only science book but additionally novel and Epigenetics in the Age of Twitter: Pop
Culture and Modern Science or perhaps others sources were given know-how for you. After you know how
the fantastic a book, you feel desire to read more and more. Science guide was created for teacher or maybe
students especially. Those guides are helping them to add their knowledge. In additional case, beside science
book, any other book likes Epigenetics in the Age of Twitter: Pop Culture and Modern Science to make your



spare time considerably more colorful. Many types of book like here.
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